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Dear EDS Family and Friends,

It has been a great honour to manage BullsEye and work closely with EDS 
friends during this milestone year celebrating the 60th Anniversary of EDS 
and the 30th Anniversary of our magazine. The pandemic has shown the 
resilience of the EDS Family and of the BullsEye Editorial Team which have 
delivered high-quality content, great teamwork and a strengthened unity of 
the centre-right. 
I am delighted that the EPP President agreed, for the first time ever, to 
publish an article in BullsEye. In his introduction piece EPP President 
Donald Tusk (former President of Poland and President of the European 
Council) offers a positive and inspiring message for the young generation 
of centre-right leaders. 
It has also been a pleasure to interview EPP Secretary General Antonio 
López-Istúriz, who gives insightful remarks on centre-right unity, the 
challenges we face and how the young generation can help to overcome 
them. 
It’s been a great thrill to interview Stephen Hammond MP (former Minister 
for Health and Social Care and current Deputy Chair of the Conservative 
European Forum) who discusses the importance of staying true to our 
values, the options for economic recovery from the crisis, and how we can 
strengthen cooperation with partners and allies across Europe.  
Many thanks also to Vladimir Kljajić for arranging an interview with the 
leader of KAS in Serbia, Mr. Norbert Beckmann-Dierkes on the topics of the 
future of the centre-right in the European neighborhood and the prospects 
for European integration of prospective member states. 
The fact that all of these senior European politicians have invested their 
time, energy and reputation to contribute to our magazine speaks volumes 
about the growing prominence, influence and reach of BullsEye. 
This allows us to make a stronger presentation for the thoughts, ideas and 
values of the young and upcoming political figures. In this edition it has been 
a pleasure for me to organise an interview with Martin Bergman (Editor of 
BullsEye, International Secretary and Vice-Chair of FMSF), who reflects on 
lessons he learned as a professional athlete and how these have helped to 
shape his political life.  
On the topics of finances and technology we have strong articles from 
Vincent Koks, who highlights the enduring financial hardship of students 
during the pandemic, as well as a call to action from Charlie Crumpton who 
proposes that the centre-right should embrace cryptocurrency and other 
new technologies, and also a thoroughly researched and very informative 
piece from Ramon Riera and Javier Miguel Lafuente who expertly lay out 
the current legal framework for cryptocurrencies, contrasting the different 
laws used between countries. 
In the fields of European politics we have a highly informative piece from 
Victoria Olari, who details the historic result of the Moldovan Presidential 
Elections and opines on the country’s Parliamentary Election on July 
11th, a very strong and inspiring article from Rayno Stoyanov and Todor 
Gunchev on the importance that young people have to the development of 
democracy, as well as an incisive review of the European Neighbourhood 
Policy from Jad Youseff, and a great article by Vladimir Kljajic, who reflects 
on changes over the last sixty years and argues for the relevancy of the EU. 
Furthermore we have reflective contributions on the topic of centre-right 
unity from Maciek Kowalczyk, who reviews our unity and values in the age 
of globalisation, a thought-provoking article from Alexandra Zakova, on 
what we can expect from the Conference on the Future of Europe, a strong 
piece from Dimitrije Milic who puts forward the case for a renewed centre-
right, as well as a thoughtful article from Martin Bergman who reflects on 
the original vision of the EU. 
As always please let us know any thoughts, ideas or feedback on BullsEye, 
and please feel most welcome to contribute to the magazine. We are 
continuously looking for more ways to grow, to put your ideas forward, 
and to raise awareness of the 
skills, thoughts and values of 
young people across Europe. 
We look forward to making the 
most of all opportunities to share 
the successes of EDS member 
organisations as well as the 
knowledge, ideas and values of 
our members. 

Vice-Chair for 
Publications

Ivan 
Botoucharov
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Dear European Democrat Students.

Interview with EPP Secretary General 
Antonio López-Istúriz.

Interview with Stephen Hammond MP.

Challenges in Sweden and Political 
Learnings from Business... An Inter-
view with Martin Bergman from FMSF.

Interview with Norbert Beckmann-
Dierkes

This is the fourth and last edition of BullsEye for the Working Year 2020-2021, as well as my last letter as EDS Chairman. 
I have shared this journey with a wonderful team of Delegates, Editors, Co-Chairs, Bureau Members, Secretariat and 
EPP Partners. During the two years of my tenure as Chairman we have encountered the biggest challenge in our 
recent history. A pandemic of unprecedent lethality has changed dramatically our way of life and yet EDS has come out 
of it stronger than ever, ready to celebrate the  60th Anniversary of our organisation and the 30th Anniversary of our 
magazine. Being surrounded by a hard-working team, full of enthusiasm for 
our organisation, has been the best support one could ask for when dealing 
with difficult challenges. I am proud to see that BullsEye has become a stable 
magazine of our organisation, with high level content, as the interviews and 
articles our readers will find in this very issue. We are proud to be a publication 
that gives a voice to experts, to the highest-ranking politicians of our political 
family and to our great editors. Long live EDS, long live the European Union! 

this issue will focus on the history, and future, of the political centre right family, especially focusing on the role of the 
European Democrat Students and of BullsEye Magazine. It is the fourth, and last, issue which will conclude the working 
year 2020/2021. The editors have done a great job this year and it is with pride that I, as Editor-in-Chief, and the editors 
of BullsEye Magazine finish the work. 

The European centre right has earned its rightful place in history. Saviours of the individuals rights and freedoms, market 
liberal enforcers and builders of the international community — with the European Union as the most relevant example. 
The fight against communism and fascism made Europe a continent for peace, freedom and liberal democracy. 

The future of the centre right, however, is more uncertain. Modern day political issues, and the inevitable win over the 
communist political and economical system, are dividing the centre right over how to tackle the new problems facing 
our societies. Old friends are turning enemies now that they have found out that the previous underlying factor for 
cooperation — the antipathy against communist rule — has faded away. We have already seen the centre right fracture 
and split up. Rightfully so, unfortunately, because of the lack of a common political agenda.  

It is, however, our generations assignment to unite and find a way forward towards a better tomorrow. We must realise 
that we, in our political family, do not see eye to eye on every issue, and that there are some red lines which cannot be 
crossed. But we also highlight and focus on the things were we are likeminded, and try to build upon that. 

Questions on these two subjects — backwards looking and aiming for the future of the centre right — are what is being 
discussed in this issue of BullsEye Magazine. 

At last, I would also like to thank the readers, the editors and EDS for this 
working year and for four fantastic issues. This will conclude my time as 
Editor-in-Chief and it truly has been a great experience. I will cherish it for a 
long time to come.  

Have a nice summer and I hope that you will enjoy the reading. 

Carlo
Angrisano

EDS Chairman

Gustaf 
Reinfeldt 

Editor-in-Chief, 
BullsEye Magazine 
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This last year was diffi  cult for all of us, but it was particularly 
diffi  cult for students all across Europe. With schools and 
universities closed for months, you were deprived of the 
most precious occasions of socialising, human contact, 
and personal growth. It must have taken a heavy toll on 
you, I am well-aware of that.

Even now, as we slowly – and cautiously – emerge from 
this crisis, we are faced with a situation that is completely 
new to us all. The past months have shaken our beliefs 
and certainties. The only thing we can be sure of is that we 
are embarking on a new journey, full of challenges but also 
of opportunities: it is up to us to decide whether we will 
allow ourselves to be dominated by the fear of challenges, 
or if we seize with hope the opportunities we are off ered.

Like our Founding Fathers after WWII, we also need to 
put aside all divisions and hesitancies, and resolutely turn 
our eyes towards the future, to build – from the ashes 
of the pandemic – a new Europe, one that will promote 
sustainable and inclusive growth, one that will fi ght 
climate change without letting our industries and the most 
vulnerable of our citizens pay the highest price, one that 
will lead the digital transformation in a humane manner, 
and one that will fi ght to preserve its values against all 
those who seek to undermine them.

When we support our Belarusian friends and all those 
who fi ght for their freedom, when we stand up to Russia’s 
aggressive policies, when we counter China’s attempts to 
expand its authoritarian rule across the world, then we are 
truly ourselves. Because Europe as we know it will not 
exist without democracy, without the rule of law, without a 
vibrant civil society, without respect for others, without the 
freedom for people to choose their own destiny.

All this can be achieved only if our European Union is 
led by a strong, determined and a united centre-right. It 
is therefore with hope that I address you. Because you 
are the future of our political family. And I believe that – 
wherever your paths may lead you – you will carry on 
our tradition of authenticity, of responsibility, of good 
governance, of respect for your opponents and of pursuit 
of the common good.

Dear European Democrat 
Students, 2’

read

It is a pleasure for me to contribute to this special edition of BullsEye, which marks both 
the 60th anniversary of EDS and the 30th anniversary of your magazine.
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Donald 
Tusk

Antonio López-Istúriz has been at the heart of the centre-right since the turn of the 
century and has served in many of the most senior positions at a national, European 
and global level, giving him a unique view of the history, current state and future 
prospects for the centre-right.

Mr López-Istúriz has been Secretary General of the European People’s Party since 
2002, as well as Executive Secretary of the Centrist Democratic International since 
2002 (IDC-CDI brings together 100 political parties from 49 countries). He also serves 
as the Secretary-Treasurer of the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies and 
has been a Member of the European Parliament since 2004.

During his career he has been the MEP who received the most visitor groups, including 
university students, entrepreneurs and young people, and he has been a strong 
advocate and supporter of the young generation of centre-right leaders. He has also 
served on key committees at the European Parliament including the Legal Aff airs 
Committee, the Transport Committee, the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
Committee and the Foreign Aff airs Committee.

How can we build centre-right unity and be in a 
strong position to promote our values? 

By reaffi  rming the values that defi ne the EPP, we will be 
able to keep the centre-right unity and outline our vision 
for Europe post-COVID. This will be a vision that protects 
and delivers for our citizens while remaining true to our 
core ideals. 

The roots of the EPP go back to the founding fathers of 
the European Union - we have been the pioneers of the 
European project from its inception. To remain a shaping 
force, we need to consolidate our values. Values are what 
we hold on to when we are in crises such as the Covid-19 
pandemic – they are our compass.

In the last 15 months, all our lives have changed as the 
world goes through this pandemic. Yet the European 
Union is forged in crises and once again in this crisis, we 
have witnessed the resilience of the European project. 
This would not have been possible without shared values.

Of course, our members approach many issues from 
diff ering perspectives. But I believe it is easier to fi nd 

common ground when we share the same core values. 
We have Christian Democrats, Conservatives, Liberals…. 
The EPP is our common house and we share the same 
pillar and moral compass: the uniqueness of each person, 
from which we derive the values of freedom, equality, 
justice, truth, subsidiarity, and solidarity combined with 
responsibility. Secondly, we stand for developing a social 
market economy that delivers opportunity and prosperity to 
our citizens. Finally, we are pro-European and committed 
to the future of the European project.

Our Congress in Rotterdam on the 17 and 18 of November 
will have a strong focus on values and the Europe we 
want. It would be an opportunity to discuss, debate and 
reaffi  rm our values.

What is the key advice you would give to young 
centre-right leaders? 

Be loyal and stick to your values, showing leadership. Do 
not allow to be fooled by populists from the right and from 
the left. We are the party of the solutions and we should be 
proud of it. The EPP is the sensitive and reasonable force. 
We are pragmatic and we listen to people.

Interview with EPP Secretary 
General Antonio López-Istúriz

9’
read
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Parties from both left and right will want to take credit of 
your policies. Do not let them to do so.

And finally, work, work and work. People rely on us and 
come to us looking for solutions. Do not forget they are at 
the core of our policies and the reason of our work.

What is the biggest challenge facing the centre-
right at present? 

I believe that the biggest challenge facing centre-right 
political parties is the threat posed by populist political 
parties on both the left and the right. We see these 
movements emerge quickly: offering easy and simple 
solutions to the difficult challenges our citizens face. 
Unfortunately, these solutions are built on sand and time 
and time again we see these movements fail when they 
actually have to deliver on their commitments. 

Faced with this disappointment, I can understand how 
voters could lose faith in the political process. For EPP 
member parties, our primary mission is to retain the trust 
of our citizens and I believe that, despite the enormous 
challenges of the past 18 months, we are starting to see 
this trust be acknowledged. I am extremely proud of how 
our leaders stepped up and worked tirelessly to protect 
their citizens during the pandemic. However, we cannot 
become complacent. Now we must work even harder 
to develop a post-pandemic economy and society that 
delivers for them. Our future depends on this.

Do you think that the Coronavirus crisis we faced 
last year, and we are facing now, helped or made it 
harder to build solidarity? 

Of course, the obvious answer to this is that the restrictions 
implemented to fight coronavirus have meant we have not 
had the opportunity to see each other in person so building 
solidarity and working together to address the challenges 
we face has become more difficult.  It is only now that we 
can look to hold some meetings in person and return to 
what we would consider normal and I truly believe that 
you cannot ultimately substitute the benefits of meeting 
people in person. 

However, at EPP, we adapted quickly to the reality of the 
pandemic world by moving our meetings online which 
enabled us to continue our work with our member parties 
and political leaders across the continent and develop 
a modern form of solidarity. We also intensified our 
coordinating role amongst political stakeholders taking new 
initiatives, bringing solutions and connecting our political 
family.  We were not only able to stay fully operational but 
also to increase the exchange of information, the number 
of meetings and communication actions. In fact, 2020 
was actually a record year for us in how many Ministerial 
Meetings we organised. We even established a new 
ministerial meeting on health. 

In a world that changed rapidly I am proud of how EPP 
kept up with this pace and engaged with our member 
parties and political leaders, staying to the fore of 

discussions about how we can protect our citizens health 
and livelihoods and, now hopefully, offer them the security 
needed to return to their work.

I would also like to remember that although the initial 
response at EU level to the pandemic was slow, soon 
we realised that we are in this together and we saw 
countries lending a hand to one another and the European 
Institutions taking the lead with a number of key initiatives. 
We saw EU solidarity in action.  

And let’s not forget that the EPP was the force behind the 
EU Recovery Fund.

What can young people do to address current and 
future challenges? 

More than anything else young people must stay engaged 
and ensure their voice is heard in the political process. 
Our debates, within the EPP and at the European level, 
must have the perspective of young people at their core. 
I’m glad that through the proactive and solutions-based 
approach of EDS, you are leading by example. 

Even before the pandemic, your generation faced 
numerous challenges. Whether this is the rapid pace of 
technological progress or the threats posed by climate 
change. The norms which governed politics for decades 
no longer hold true. COVID has merely accelerated the 
pace of this change.  But young people must not lose faith. 

As Europe now recovers from the pandemic, it is up 
to you, as young political leaders to ensure that the 
negative forces of populism do not take root among your 
generation and ensure that your peers do not become a 
lost generation. 

Despite the many challenges we face, having seen the 
renewed work and commitment of our member parties and 
leaders over the past 18 months, I am more convinced 
than ever that our political family’s vision for Europe offers 
our citizens the best opportunity of building a life that is 
secure and prosperous. In the coming years, I will once 
again count on you to take this message to our young 
people. 

 

BullsEye6
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Mr Hammond, you have been elected to the 
Wimbledon constituency fi ve times, and have turned 
it from a Labour to a Conservative seat. What advice 
would you give to young politicians on getting their 
foot on the political ladder, winning elections and 
gaining the trust of constituents?

I believe there are three key areas. First of all, the way 
you earn the trust of constituents is by being involved 
in the local community and in fi ghting local campaigns. 
That builds credibility and trust, and inspires belief that if 
you can work with people on local ideas, then you’re also 
likely to be a good representative for them in the House 
of Commons. This is increasingly important, especially in 
the UK, in a way that perhaps it wasn’t a few decades 
ago. And you don’t have to be born in the constituency 
to do that, if you are selected for an area it is quite easy 
to immerse yourself, involve yourself and understand and 
have empathy with the issues.

Secondly, for any walk of life, there are many bumps 
along the way and therefore the resilience to persist is 
very important. You mentioned I have been lucky enough 
to be elected as Wimbledon’s MP since 2005, but I have 
also lost two elections before that. These losses were very 
important for two reasons: fi rst of all they strengthened my 
belief that the broadly right of centre approach is the way 
forward. Secondly, I fully understood how crucial the old 
adage is: ‘If in life you don’t succeed, try and try again’. It is 
hard work being a Parliamentary candidate, it is also hard 
work being a Member of Parliament, and you do need 
resilience and persistence.

Finally, you need to make sure you have strong political 
convictions and a sense of public duty. That is very 
important. You need to understand what you believe in, 
you need to understand the principles of the party you 
want to represent and make sure those policies work. You 
also need to have a strong enough voice to stand up and 
make sure the points you want to get across are heard. 

Following your election success you have also 
served in multiple ministerial positions, including as 
Minister for Health and Social Care (2018-2019). What 
are the key challenges in holding this position and 
what advice would you give to politicians in similar 
roles across Europe during this pandemic?

I am always reminded of Einstein’s response when he was 
asked about the nature of being a genius and he replied 
that genius is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration. So 
basically you have to work harder, because when you 
become Minister you still have a constituency to represent. 
There is also no substitute for being well-organised, 
managing your time well, and eff ectively prioritising the 
work, research and submissions - what are the decisions 
that need to be taken and their order of urgency.

The other aspect is being immersed in the subject, 
Ministers read about 10 submissions per night and you 
should really read them all the way through. You also have 
to ask questions which perhaps don’t appear to be the 
most intelligent but sometimes get to the nail of the issue. 
It is also very important to have a real concept of two or 
three things you absolutely need to get done. For example, 
we now have a people plan and that lists why we need to 

Interview with Stephen 
Hammond MP 12’

read

Stephen Hammond has served as Member of Parliament for Wimbledon since 2005, 
after successfully defeating the incumbent Labour MP and gaining a 7.2% swing for 
the Conservatives.

Mr Hammond has also served as a Government Minister (including as Minister for 
Health and Social Care) and as Vice-Chair of the Conservative Party in London. He 
is also Deputy Chair of the Conservative European Forum and one of the strongest 
advocates for a close relationship with our European partners and allies.

Prior to his political activities he has also had a highly successful career in The City, 
having been a director at major investment banks including Dresdner Kleinworth 
Benson and Commerzbank.

His unique set of experiences give him a strong perspective on the health, social and 
economic crisis resulting from the pandemic and the prospects for pan-European 
cooperation to resolve these challenges.
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have certain staff  positions, what are all the things that 
build teamwork, as well as ensure people are motivated. 

For example, I worked with Matt Hancock very closely 
on preparing the plans for the digitalisation of the health 
service. At the time I had fairly immediate challenges in 
terms of looking at the department’s preparations in case 
there had been a ‘No Deal’ Brexit. One of the things that 
taught me is that up to that stage the health service did not 
properly track everything it bought. 

Doing that work ensured for the fi rst time ever the 
Department for Health and Social Care / NHS knew 
exactly what they bought in exactly what quantities. That 
opens a range of opportunities for looking at how we can 
become more eff ective in the future. 

It is noticeable that there can still be huge variations in 
success rates for operations, depending on which hospital 
you go to. With the above knowledge we can address 
this and among other things by increasing standards 
by standardisation, rather than allowing individual 
idiosyncrasies. That ultimately goes back to the main point 
that being a Government Minister is on the one hand a 
great honour and a great thrill, but you should accept that 
the best way to do a good job is most of all hard work.

Having been a highly successful banker you have 
a rare mix of fi nancial and political experiences. What 
would your key advice be on how governments can 
address the economic challenges resulting from the 
pandemic?

Governments have a number of challenges. Firstly, 
as a Conservative if you had said to me at the time of 
the general election, and certainly if you had said to me 
at the time when I was supporting the Conservative-
LibDem Coalition with George Osborne as Chancellor, 
that the Conservatives would fi nd themselves having to 
spend this amount of money, I would have laughed. Most 
Conservatives would have. Of course, the reason for 
doing so was that this was a national crisis well beyond 
anything seen before, well beyond the scale even of the 
fi nancial crash of 2008-9. The problem with that latter was 
that we went into an economy in a less good place and 
the UK had already heavily over-borrowed and having to 
do extra borrowing relative to other countries and to what 
we would expect was the major problem. The measures 
we took averted a major fi nancial problem for this country.

This time around we were faced with a problem that if we 
hadn’t supported people, not only would you have had 
a health crisis but a completely unprecedented fi nancial 
crisis as well. Therefore I think it was important to spend 
the money. Looking forward I think one has to be realistic 
about 3 or 4 things. Firstly, this is a large scale of debt, and 
we need to think very carefully about  how much of the 
debt we should pay off  over the medium term, by which I 
mean 5-7 years, and how much we should restructure into 
long-term debt, which could be over 50-60 years. 

The second thing is how you do it. I think it will be a mixture 
of two things - one is we are already taxing the richest in our 
society quite heavily and there are some calls for a wealth 
tax, an inheritance tax and a tax on capital gains. I would 
be very cautious about going there, as these are not just 
taxes on the wealthy, but ultimately on entrepreneurship 
and business. As a Conservative I absolutely believe we 

should not just redistribute but also grow the economy, 
grow it back to pre-pandemic levels of trajectories as fast 
as possible. And so one of the things that is clear is that 
if you put taxes on incentives to business that is not the 
right way forward. Therefore I believe there will have to 
be some element of acceptance that there may need to 
be a tax on spending. But also you need to think about 
which taxes bring in enough money, and also you need to 
implement them eff ectively which involves a lot of tinkering 
around with the important details. We need to make sure 
that taxes are fair and that they are bringing in a decent 
amount of money. 

The third thing is that we may even have to spend a bit 
more money to invest in the future. We have to accept 
that with the pandemic there are things that have changed 
and that will remain changed. On the other hand there are 
also a number of economic factors that will revert back to 
basically normal. Some of those will not need support, but 
structural changes will, for example a lot more people will 
want to balance their quality of life by working from home 
more often. There will also be a lot more small businesses 
and entrepreneurial businesses. We’ve also seen, as I 
was saying about the digitalisation of the health services, 
that there are some things that we couldn’t do a couple 
of years ago but we can do now, such as online triaging. 
All sorts of things where we now recognise that there will 
be another structural shift to a more high-tech and high-
tech solutions economy, and that is going to have strong 
implications for work and employment. 

One of the other key things that governments have to 
think about quite carefully is on investing in the future and 
accepting the structural changes to the economy which I 
mentioned. For example, before the pandemic the British 
government was planning to invest a lot of money in 
infrastructure. That was physical infrastructure and now 
we should be asking ourselves if that investment should 
be primarily in physical or fi bre infrastructure. How much 
more investment should we be adding to make sure 
people’s fi bre connectedness across the country is strong 
and that digital access is a driver of opportunity.

Governments therefore have to do three things: look at 
the debt and decide how much needs to be re-assessed 
as short-, medium- and long-term; develop a clear plan 
on how we are going to pay some of that off ; and create a 
path to growing the economy in the future. 

The Conservative Party has been in power in the 
UK since 2010, winning several election campaigns 
during a historic period in British politics with many 
challenges, including the fi nancial crisis of 2008-9, the 
Brexit referendum and leaving the EU, and now the 
pandemic. What would you attribute this success to?

The Conservative Party has been successful over 
generations for a number of reasons. First of all, 
although everyone talks about opportunity, aspirational 
opportunity is right at the core of what Conservatives 
believe in, and I think that is increasingly seen by others. 
Margaret Thatcher, for example, carried that forward by 
strengthening the opportunity for people to own their 
own homes, and David Cameron encapsulates in saying 
we need a modern economy where everybody has the 
same level of opportunity. Among many other examples, 
we supported this principle during his tenure, by driving 
away from prejudice and introducing same-sex marriage 



inside these agreements, such as the committees and 
how they are going to work. There is also the Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly and how that is going to be set up. 
Some of those bodies will be government-to-government, 
or EU-to-UK government, and that can be very powerful in 
the future. Both sides need to respect what can be put in 
place and what are the realistic possibilities. It is also very 
important for both sides to put behind prejudices of the 
past and to build upon those achievable areas.

In addition, business links are very important as they 
build prosperity and prosperity builds peace, therefore we 
should be unashamed about trying to do more to ensure 
that EU-UK trade continues to thrive and grow. We have to 
identify more areas we can build upon, for instance there 
is currently a fractious relationship on financial services 
and yet if we are sensible we will see the real problem. 
The worry is not that there is a battle between London and 
other financial centres in Europe, but that businesses will 
consider that if their weighted average cost of capital is 
better somewhere else in the world, they will find ways to 
move outside of Europe. We need to think about that in a 
more strategic way for the benefit of the whole of Europe. 
Therefore building on the Withdrawal Agreement and TCA 
is not just governmental, there is a big role for the private 
sector, as well for individuals, especially in terms of the 
cultural links and centre-right links I mentioned earlier. 

There will also be a lot of opportunities for cooperation 
on the international stage. The plan for a ‘Global Britain’ 
should not have a Europe-shaped hole in the middle of it. 
So it is important to have as strong relations in our region 
as it is anywhere else in the world and, I would argue, 
even stronger as Europe is our neighbourhood.

legislation, which is very powerful in showing we don’t 
believe in prejudices and here is what we are doing to 
support that principle.

In addition, Conservatives have a strong belief in the 
freedom of speech, freedom of individuals (combined with 
self-responsibility), as well as for tradition, which is not 
for traditions’ sake, but respecting things that work well. 
If you build out from that, one of the great things about 
the Conservative party is that it understands where its 
core is, but it’s not dogmatic or ideological. People regard 
the Conservative Party in many ways as pragmatic and 
practical. Therefore, if you have to be adaptable to the 
circumstances. As we just spoke a moment ago, you 
wouldn’t expect a Conservative Chancellor to spend £400 
billion, but the reality is it needed to be done and we did it. 

These are key reasons we have continued to be 
successful: principles that endure and have a resonance, 
and the ability to be practical, pragmatic and adaptable.

We are very proud that EDS is the largest student 
political organisation in Europe and that BullsEye is 
the largest centre-right youth magazine. What advice 
would you give us on how young people and student 
organisations can best support the centre-right and 
the objectives you described?

Always remember the policies that make the centre-right 
relevant. At the moment across the continent as a response 
to Covid, there has been increasing centralisation. Young 
people often want the chance to make their own decisions. 
One of the great things about the centre-right is that we 
believe in a smaller state, a free-market state. I think one 
of the arguments that should be being made is that there 
are many very good centre-right, pro-market, small-state 
solutions as opposed to the large-state interventions. 
We all know that the government intervention properly 
implemented can work alongside the market but I don’t 
think the government should be replacing the market in 
areas where it doesn’t need to be there. And so especially 
as we shift to a more high-tech economy, ensuring that 
shift happens and ensuring there is a role of free markets 
and entrepreneurship is very key..

You have been one of the greatest advocates in 
the UK for close cooperation with European partners 
and allies. We live in times of increasing populism 
and common political challenges across Europe, as 
well as common social and economic challenges 
resulting from the pandemic. How can the current and 
next generation of politicians encourage cooperation 
among the centre-right in our region?

First of all, the centre-right is going to have to confront 
some elements of populism. That is a challenge and there 
is no simple, clear route to resolve that. However, one key 
element is that the centre-right has been elected because 
its principles are widely respected and therefore it needs 
to focus on its values, rather than, in some cases, leaking 
further into the right. There has been some element of 

centre-right parties across Europe moving further right, 
but that is the wrong direction. 

In addition, we need to stand by our policies. For example, 
the Conservative party over the past 10 years has 
incrementally moved to a position which is largely different 
to its previous stance on the European Union. So the 
centre-right also needs to not give way to incrementalism 
and it needs to stand up for what it believes in.

I am working with Sir David Lidington and the Conservative 
European Forum to make cases that it is in the UK’s and 
the EU’s interest to be close neighbours. I voted to remain 
and still would have liked that to happen, but nevertheless 
there is little enthusiasm both in the UK and the EU to re-
fight the referendum. I believe that is settled for a significant 
period of time. However, I do think it is important how we 
are going to build upon what we put in place, which is the 
Withdrawal Agreement and the Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement, and how we are going to be good neighbours, 
working together in economics, political direction, security 
and so on. We need the political parties of the centre-right 
to engage a lot more closely than we have been doing. 
For the UK if we are not in the EU anymore, we don’t 
have the same opportunities to work together with other 
governments, and to learn lessons together, and therefore 
it is very important to make sure the Conservative party is 
aligned with sister parties.

There is a lot young people can do about that in terms of 
building it up. Just like anything else in life, whatever you 
start earlier you are likely to be better at by the time you 
have grown into it, and I think that strengthening those 
relationships is crucial, across sister parties, across age 
groups and across nations.

Another aspect I am looking at now is cultural links. 
Some of those can be really powerful in building relations 
between the UK and other countries across Europe. For 
example, I have close ties with Portugal and we are looking 
at setting up a student foundation between the countries 
or chambers of commerce. 

The final thing is that some British politicians need to 
accept that not everything about Brexit is wonderful and 
some continental European politicians need to accept 
that not everything about Brexit is bad. We need to get 
through existing positions so that we can move forward 
to the important cooperation points. We need trade, we 
need link-up in the digital world, as well as in security and 
defence areas and many others. The message is that we 
should be looking at all the ways we can establish bilateral 
and multilateral links in a much closer way.

You mentioned we need to build up on the 
Withdrawal Agreement and the Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement, what would be the best way forward to 
achieve that?

I am focused on ensuring that the arrangements can work 
in practice. For example, there are a lot of opportunities 
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How do you see the near and mid-term future for 
the center-right in Serbia and the wider European 
neighborhood?

Center-right parties in Serbia, as in much of the region, 
have a strong foothold. One of the largest parties in Europe, 
in terms of membership, is the Serbian Progressive Party, 
which is in a coalition with the Alliance of Vojvodina 
Hungarians, also associate members of the European 
People’s Party.

Being in power for a long time, especially in transitional 
societies, is a responsibility and an obligation to face 
a large number of problems that represent not only 
overcoming the past and reconciliation, but also strong 
economic growth and development. When it comes to 
Serbia and the region of the Western Balkans, that means 
strong regional cooperation, both political and economic, 
so that all countries at some point manage to meet the 
default criteria for accession to the European Union.

How does KAS support countries aiming to join 
the EU?

The Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation has offi  ces in all 
countries in the region: Northern Macedonia, Kosovo, 
Albania, Serbia, Montenegro, Croatia and BiH. The 
basic values   of KAS such as freedom, social justice, 
representative democracy, solidarity... are the values   on 
which the European Union is based and which we as a 
Foundation promote through programs to support the 
democratization process and the path to the European 
Union, depending on the level on which country is currently 
located. We work a lot on the promotion of regional 
cooperation, capacity building of institutions, support to 
young talented people through the scholarship program. 
Given our well-founded expertise and contacts across 
Europe, partner organizations and parties often use the 
Konrad- Adenauer-Foundation network.

Having in mind that you meet many people, how 
would you describe the current mood about European 
integration?

The transition period lasts too long and it is quite 
understandable that there is occasional fatigue when 
it comes to the process of European integration. This is 
not unusual and has happened in other countries as well. 
European partners, on the other hand, should understand 
that they should be constantly present in public, as well as 
to promote in a slightly better way the extent to which the 
European Union has helped and is helping Serbia every 
day. In some situations, such as managing the Covid 
crisis, European partners could also learn from Serbia. 
The process should be transparent and reciprocal, and 
citizens will understand that very well.

It looks like the dialogue between Belgrade and 
Pristina is at an impasse. How can we build up the 
relationship?

We should not just look at all processes through a political 
prism. Both in Belgrade and in Pristina, there are people 
who have their fears and their hopes. They need to be 
helped to make their fears disappear, and to hope and 
cooperate more in various areas and at all levels - in 
culture, health, tourism. Wherever possible. Only constant 
dialogue can off er sustainable solutions.

The German Chancellor Angela Merkel is very 
much familiar with the situation in the Western 
Balkans. Keeping in mind that she is leaving the offi  ce 
and that there will be elections in September do you 
think the new administration could have a diff erent 
approach? 

Serbia and the Balkans have always had an honest and 
reliable partner in Germany. Germany’s positions have 
always been unambiguous and clear, even when they do 
not agree with the positions of Serbia or the countries of 
the region. With the departure of Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and the election of a new administration in Germany in 
the fall, I believe that there will be no signifi cant changes 
related to the political situation in the Western Balkans.

You have the opportunity to speak with young 
people because the KAS supports some of the best 

Interview with Norbert 
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Norbert Beckmann-Dierkes is Head of the KAS offi  ce in Serbia and in Montenegro. 
Prior to that he was representative of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation in Scandinavia 
and in the Baltics.
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students in Serbia and organizes a one-year political 
school about democratization, EU integrations, 
center-right values, etc. What are your thoughts and 
impressions about young people in Serbia? What do 
you advise them to do?

Thousands of young people from Serbia and the region 
have gone through the scholarship program organized by 
the Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation since 2002, as well as 
through various trainings and educations. Only from that 
cooperation I can conclude that Serbia has intelligent, 
talented and successful young people who need a little 
encouragement from the Serbian society and the state 

in order to be able to give the most of themselves. The 
problem of the whole region is the brain drain, but through 
various programs that include innovation and strategic 
planning, I am sure that young people can decide to build 
a democratic European society in Serbia.

Vladimir 
Kljajic
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You have an interesting personal background 
particularly in skiing as you were at a very high 
athletic level. How was that for you? Did that give 
you any good insights into life in general, and also 
any lessons that you perhaps learned are useful for 
politics or business?

I was basically born on skis. My mother and her family 
are from up north in Sweden, from the largest ski resort 
Åre, and we have a family background with several 
generations of relatives that have been Olympians, and 
also with Olympic medals. I think it was my fi rst experience 
of skiing when I was two years old and from then it has 
been an essential part of my life. 

With skiing I have been all around, from Swedish ski 
resorts, to China working with young skiing athletes, to 
competitions in remote villages in the fi nnish countryside 
and training in the alps and meeting people from all over 
that you would normally never have met. It has given me 
quite a lot of insight, and especially a lot of drive and I 
think every elite athlete would defi nitely say that, you get 
to know that nothing comes for free. In all kinds of sports, 
you can get that talent, but it’s always down to putting in 
the eff ort, working hard and getting the work done and 
getting the reward for hard work over a long time. One of 
my favourite quotes from one of my main coaches of over 
six years, is that you work hard over time and eventually 
it pays off . And, of course, hard work that is focused and 
drives you forward.

You have signifi cant experience working in the 
private sector which is increasingly less common for 
politicians in Western Europe.

I think it’s really interesting to get some other perspectives 
and also to actually work practically, outside the echo 
chamber that too often is politics. I currently work with 
compliance at a Bank, looking into businesses and you 
can manage to see some details about businesses and 
about corporate life, it’s another reality from politics. I also 
value very highly for politicians to have another career 
than just being a politician. I do not believe that a good 
politician can really come completely from the private 
sector, you have to understand the politics, the dynamics 
of politics and everything that means. But I think it’s a very 
good value for politicians to be out for a few years and in 
the private sector, and to get some diff erent experiences 
than just being in the party.

Has campaigning started in the run up to next 
year’s election? What are the key debates?

It is certainly building up! It feels like it’s starting to build up 
to the debate. Of course the run is normally two to three 
months. The Social Democrats are focused on negative 
campaigning towards the parties in quite a new way. For 
the last two years there has been a steady build up of 
negative campaigning as we get closer to the elections. 
COVID is hanging over everything right now so the 
campaign isn’t quite at the front of the media agenda but 
during the summer and during the autumn it will ramp up.

Challenges in Sweden and 
Political Learnings From 
Business… An Interview with 
Martin Bergman from FMSF

11’
read

A former athlete in alpine skiing, Martin Bergman has nearly ten years experience 
working within European politics and has a keen focus on economics and foreign policy. 
Martin is International Secretary and Vice Chair of Fria Moderata Studentförbundet 
(FMSF), formerly the Secretary General of the Nordic Conservative Student Union 
(NKSU), currently an Editor for BullsEye Magazine and is also involved in the local 
politics of his home county of Dalarna in Sweden serving as a Councilor.

We are actually preparing a great campaign for FMSF 
focused around market rents. We have quite a hard rent 
regulation in Sweden and it’s a completely dysfunctional 
rental market for housing. 

(Since this debate was conducted, the Swedish centre-
left government has fallen on a no-confi dence vote in the 
Swedish parliament and a transition government is leading 
the country until either the speaker of the parliament fi nds 
a new PM candidate or a snap election can be held. The 
major question was the rental market for housing.)  

It sounds like cost of living is a key topic for 
students and the youth vote? 

The current scheme puts a lot of students and a lot of 
people out on the streets and being left to secondhand and 
thirdhand rentals with expensive rents, and often in very 
poor conditions, it’s quite extreme. If you look at Stockholm, 
with the housing regulation you can get a huge fl at in the 
inner city for no money at all. While students have to pay 
more than what they are getting from their student loans. 
And we have seen also for several years now students 
have to turn down their dream education because they 
can’t fi nd housing. So this is a very core issue in the current 
government. So I think it will be a very interesting Autumn 
in Sweden, Swedish politics and the implication that we’ll 
have for the election year.

In many NKSU events there always seems to be a 
high proportion of women involved in events, is this an 
active target for you? 

I think this is unfortunately on a decline and it’s something 
that we have to work very actively on to get women 
engaged. I am personally against any kind of quotations, 
coming from a classical liberal organisation and we want to 
promote good women doing great work. My colleagues are 
just brilliant in the board of FMSF , of the brightest persons I 
know and are fantastic to work with and to see them inspire 
others. That is the way we elevate good female leaders that 
are great in what they do and of course we strive to promote 
hard workers and inspire everyone to be confi dent. We 
know it is very important because when you get only boys 
then you get a boys club and then you won’t understand 
diff erent experiences and perspectives which is negative 
for any organisation.

What is your experience so far within local politics 
as a councillor of Darlarna County?

I grew up in Darlarna so I have a strong connection to the 
area. I was elected in 2018 however I have since then 
moved away from Darlarna so I will not be seeking re-
election.

Being active at home I think it’s interesting to be actually 
engaged in the local politics and the regions the Council of 

the county is responsible for, such as health care and public 
transport and some other minor stuff  but that is how the 
situation is between the municipalities and the government 
and everything so that is what the the regions are handling. 
I think it’s really interesting to put everything you do at this 
local, national and international level to come home and to 
work on these narrow topics. Politics can be very practical 
when you have a county of 400,000 inhabitants. 

What are the next challenges facing Sweden?

Right now the challenges in Sweden are a lot with rising 
criminality and gang violence, during the past years there 
has been a tremendous increase in deadly shootings. 
Deeply this lies in Sweden being a very homogenous 
country for most of its history, changing into a very 
heterogeneous country in a short period of time. With a 
high level of migration without a functioning integration it 
has created structures that will take many years to bridge. 

The parliamentary situation is very fragmented with 
all possible combinations having problems forming a 
government, which also is because of a fragmentation of 
the center-right where the big liberal party has chosen to go 
with the centre-left instead of the centre-right.

Long term however, I believe that economic matters will 
catch up in sweden. Innovation and digitalisation has been 
a forefront area for Sweden for many years. Stockholm is 
the second most innovative cluster for innovation in the 
world after Silicon Valley. We have one of the most startups 
per capita in one city. But here it’s also very fragmented, 
with a few companies in very, very close small groups of 
people and it’s a very small community. In the wider society 
Sweden is on the lower part of e-governance rankings in 
the OECD. 

Also the roll out of high speed broadband to the countryside 
is going very slow having recently stagnated which leaves 
some unconnected and is becoming a big issue. So Sweden 
is falling in the utilisation rate compared to some of Europe. 
Previously we have been very much at the forefront but lost 
quite a bit of momentum. Quite related is cyber security, 
which is something the Government has been developing 
in general, and in the Western world, also in particular from 
further threats such as China and Russia, who are suspected 
of trying to breach our strategic infrastructure, which does 
happen. There are rumours that only a few months ago 
Chinese hackers got into parliamentary systems. 

There are many areas in need of reform to meet large 
structural changes for Sweden, while parliament being held 
back from necessary reform py political lockings. 

What do you think the EU’s role is in the world?

I want the EU to be focused on its core principles, the ability 
for free movement of goods, people, services and capital, 
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it’s absolutely fundamental. To become a better hub for 
innovation and for private investment in innovation is 
good and to get the digital single market up functioning 
is very crucial. 

The EU has a fundamental role in the world with 
cooperation as a global actor and in geopolitics and in 
security politics, the USA must work together with the EU 
to pull back the undemocratic powers. Unfortunately the 
EU doesn’t manage to unite a foreign policy that actually 
can make a diff erence. Although I think we could take it 
in the other direction, the Member States can’t manage 
to comprehend a federal level, which I think is very 
unfortunate, because there are some things where you 
can have the advantage of being large and cooperating 
and have half a million inhabitants. 

The core of the Swedish debate of Europe, and especially 
the centre right Swedish debate, is actually now going into 
what is our vision for the EU? What do we see European 
cooperation to be? Right now, for the past few years, it’s 
been very much just saying no to all the proposals that 

we don’t like, but then not actually knowing how we want 
the cooperation to develop. 

We are a small, open country in the northern outpost of 
the EU, so of course, the EU, it’s the absolute centre of 
where we need to focus and I think the absolute core 
needs to be trade and free movement. The ability to 
have free markets and have good private investments 
and making the possibilities for individuals to actually go 
after what they are seeking and to start their companies 
and to innovate and not live on old merits, I think is very 
important. 

Charlie
Crumpton
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Students are undoubtedly facing many challenges due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Not only are they struggling 
with the psychological consequences of online education 
which gives very limited opportunities for social contacts, 
but many have also been burdened with fi nancial problems
.
The German student network showed us that 37 percent of 
the working students suff er from fi nancial issues and that 
these fi nancial problems were triggered by the dramatic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Taking Germany as an example the citizens have to pay 
broadcast fees for watching television or listening to the 
radio. The problem is that students in Germany have to 
pay them just like those who are employed, although they 
get less fi nancial income.

Only students with the national study grant (BAföG) can 
leave out the broadcast fees (17,50 €/month). This is a 
clear inequality, because less than 12% of the students 
meet the criteria to get the national study grant (considering 
the fact that those students have to pay 210 €/year for the 
broadcast fees).

Students were also forced to pay their rents, even 
though they were not present. In addition, during the 
current situation, it is nearly impossible to fi nd a student 
job, because the bars and restaurants and many other 
workplaces for students are closed.

In UK they work with the loan system. Many students get 
6000£/year, but even they are faced with the problem that 

the libraries are still closed and that they have therefore 
to search, and in some cases to pay, for the student work 
material. Another problem is that in the UK the COVID-19 
testing is still expensive and not always easy to reach.

Even though some countries are off ering fi nancial aid for 
students, it is important not to underestimate the fatal con-
sequences of this fi nancial leak. For example, students of 
a low income might face the risk of stopping their studies. 

We must recognise the fi nancial damage that COVID-19 
has on students and be aware of the need for a prompt 
response to the ongoing challenges.

Financial Aid for Students
2’
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“Education is the key to success in life, and teachers make a lasting impact in the lives 
of their students.” Solomon Ortiz

 Vincent 
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Elections in Moldova:
When Predictable Becomes 
Unpredictable 6’

read

After a historic result in the Presidential Elections in Autumn 2020 with Moldova electing 
its  fi rst woman President in history, this Eastern European country still has to pass an 
important exam to secure its European path. The snap parliamentary elections from 
July 11th play a signifi cant role for the future of Moldova and electorate mobilization is 
one of the key factors on which the results will depend.

What is at stake? 

On July 11th, a clear European path can be established for 
the Republic of Moldova. This could guarantee the current 
pro-European president Maia Sandu, who enjoys the 
confi dence of most of the Moldovan population, a stable 
parliamentary majority that will vote on reforms to advance 
European integration and a well-prepared government to 
implement these reforms. 

Moldova is lacking a formal government since December 
23rd 2020 and the fact that the early elections are held is a 

key victory – a result of strong persistence from President 
Sandu. The dissolution of the current parliament was 
one of her main electoral promises in the presidential 
campaign. According to Moldovan Constitution, the 
president has few powers and without a parliamentary 
majority to support her agenda she could do very little. 
Despite the few constitutional tools at her disposal, she 
has managed so far to outmaneuver all of her opponents 
and made possible early parliamentary elections.

According to the latest opinion polls, Sandu’s party Action 
and Solidarity (PAS), is set for a landslide victory, with 

a high possibility of having a majority, however nobody 
can predict the results of the early elections on July 
11th. Following the defeat of the Socialist Party in the 
presidential elections, they have become signifi cantly 
weaker as a political force. Therefore in order to regain the 
confi dence of the left-wing electorate, which includes most 
of the Russian-speaking community, the Socialist Party 
decided to reinvent themselves and form an electoral bloc 
with the Communist Party, a not long-ago political enemy. 
This move aims to consolidate pro-Russian parties and if 
they manage so, to change the current political balance. 
The consolidation of the left could play a crucial role, given 
the dispersal of the pro-European center right parties. A 
total of 24 political parties were registered in this scrutiny, 
the vast majority of them positioning themselves as pro-
European.

Key to mention is that the polls do not include the voting 
intentions of Moldova’s large diaspora, which during the 
presidential elections voted overwhelmingly with Maia 
Sandu.

Why the Moldovan diaspora matters?

According to offi  cial data, up to 1 million Moldovans (~25-
30% of the population) lives abroad, having permanent or 
temporary residences there. They play a crucial role in the 
economic life of the country, transferring annually about 
$ 1.5 billion through Banks and an equal amount through 
other means (according to estimates by the National Bank 
of Moldova). Incomparable numbers this is worth about 
26% of the country’s GDP.

In the presidential election from last Autumn, an 
unprecedented mobilization of Moldovan diaspora took 
place, with 263,000 Moldovans expressing their voting 
rights, weighing almost 20% of the total number of votes. 
92.94% of these people voted for Maia Sandu.

It is becoming very clear that the diaspora is becoming 
an important political actor with a considerable role in 
infl uencing the balance of power in the future parliament, 
as well as the geopolitical orientation within it. The fi ght 
to attract the diaspora vote seems to become the central 
theme of the electoral campaign.

The pro-Russian parties, namely the bloc of socialists and 
communists, do not hide their concern about the possible 
undesirable impact of the diaspora on the fi nal election 
results. If the last election scenario is to be repeated, then 
it is more than likely that PAS will gain a parliamentary 
majority (at least 51 of 101 deputies). That’s why the 
Socialists seek to minimize the electoral impact of the 
Western diaspora. This tandem of pro-Russian parties is 
using a hostile narrative against the Moldovan diaspora 
that resides in the West, identifying them as an “agent” of 
external infl uence against Moldova’s “sovereign interests”. 
Previously, this narrative was widely exploited in the 

second round of the 2020 presidential elections, however 
the result was exactly the opposite, mobilizing even more 
diaspora people to come and vote. 

Geopolitics as usual?

The electoral message of PAS remains constant since last 
presidential elections. Fighting corruption and ensuring 
rule of law is the mainstay of their campaign. Hence, they 
detach themselves from the classic geopolitical message 
West vs. Russia. This strategy proved to be effi  cient 
during the previous campaign, managing to attract even 
a part of the Russian-speaking electorate with moderate 
geopolitical visions. 

For comparison, the bloc of socialists and communists act 
based on their old strategy of antagonizing the electorate. 
“Moldova is in danger” and “We do not give the country to 
foreigners” are slogans aimed at mobilizing pro-Russian 
voters. To emphasize this subject, the Communist Party 
leader Voronin made earlier this month a hilarious and 
abject statement, saying that a PAS-dominated parliament 
would bring NATO troops into Moldova, leading to 
“Moldovan children being born with a dark skin colour”. 
Maybe a decade or so ago such scaremongering would 
have worked. Today, less so. The society has awakened. 

Through this positioning it is clear that Moscow, with 
coordinated eff orts from the Moldovan political left, is 
preparing to retaliate for their loss at the presidential 
elections in November 2020. This hypothesis is also 
supported by the journalistic investigation published on 
June 25th by the German newspaper Bild which states 
that according to secret services documents, Kremlin 
has invested a total of 11.453 million euros to infl uence 
the 2020 presidential election in Moldova and to further 
consolidate its infl uence. Russia’s interest in these 
elections remains high and it is clear that Moscow is ready 
to fi ght hard to keep control over Moldova. It remains to be 
seen how strong the geopolitical card still is.
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32 years ago, after the fall of the Iron Curtain, in Bulgaria there started an unseen 
social and economic crisis. In the history of the transition from communism to 
democracy and free market economy, which began even before this, there were 
a lot of big actions, small steps and continuous eff orts which lead to the deserved 
place Bulgaria has in the league of free nations and the strongest union of the 
democratic countries – the European Union. Looking back, there are signifi cant 
steps that were made, which when we look into history, have proven to be the most 
important cornerstones of building a stable and dignifi ed home for the Bulgarian 
society. They also proved critical for the subsequent development of the country 
as a whole and the democratisation of the thinking of the new generation.

The President Ronald Reagan monument placed in the entrance of the Ronald Reagan 
Ranch, created by Georgi Nenkov and Federation of Independent Students Societies.

The largest and oldest center-right student organization is 
the Federation of Independent Student Societies (FISS), 
which emerged from the Clubs of Democracy established 
in 1989 and facilitated signifi cant changes in the social 
system. In its activities, the FISS cooperates and takes 
part in various international organizations with the most 
signifi cant of these being in the students’ organization of 
the European People’s Party – The European Democrat 
Students. As a result of a communication with American 
partners, back in 1995, FISS received a recommendation 
to join the activities of EDS and began its participation 
in 1997 with active participation in all EDS initiatives 
and events. Gunther Fehlinger, Michalis Peglis, Georgi 
Nenkov and Konstantin Arabadjiev played a key historical 
role in the acceptance of FISS as a full member of EDS 
after the changes in Bulgaria. This was even years before 
any Bulgarian political party became part of the EPP family 
and helped to build the solid basis for their acceptance. 
Over the years, the representatives of the FISS have 
been a number of important Bulgarian public fi gures, 
politicians and activists of student and non-governmental 
organizations - Georgi Nenkov, Peter Filipov, Ivan Urumov, 
Rosen Kirilov, Konstantin Arabadjiev, Todor Gunchev, 
Maria Nenkova, Rayno Stoyanov and others. International 
forums have been held several times in Bulgaria together 
with EDS and representatives from EPP, reaching over 
200 participants from over 30 countries. The joint actions 
of the FISS as a full member of EDS contributed to a 
change in the current policy in Bulgaria, to actions that 
changed a number of laws, helped to resolve national 
and international crises and greatly raised the voice and 
opinion of young people in Europe. 

Recalling what Hans Gert Pottering said at the presentation 
of his book in light of the celebration of the 25th anniversary 
of the fall of the Berlin Wall, based on his 35 years in the 
highest echelons of European politic: 

“We all have a responsibility for the future of the EU and 
in all we see all 28 EU Member States. We are more 
than 500 million European citizens and we have to show 
solidarity, both in good and bad times. Indeed, within the 
EU there are major diff erences, but European North is not 

in good health also. Therefore, I believe that it is in diffi  cult 
times important to help. It is important that the democratic 
parties to work on attracting and keeping voters and to 
assert its values in mind the advance of radical parties in 
some European countries. In other words, we cannot rest 
on our laurels. Political parties must always be ready to 
defend their views and values.” 

These words continued to be in line with the current 
situation in Bulgaria and the whole story of over a quarter 
of a century of the activity of FISS, viewed and evaluated 
now, once again proves several important axioms - those 
students create the presence and they are always a 
harbinger of future changes in society. And every active 
student who has taken part in the changes, that have led 
to an improvement in people’s lives and the achievement 
of a free and democratic society must be deservedly 
respected. Because those students, not mentioned 
anywhere in the political annals, are the real silent heroes, 
who have suff ered and given some of their best years 
in the struggle for the principles they believe in and the 
values in which they were brought up. And now, being part 
of our governments, political party, business, institutions, 
or whenever we are, we should keep on going to learn 
our students and kids that they should always raise their 
voice, cooperate and unswervingly fi ght for our traditional 
values. 

Todor 
Gunchev

Rayno 
Stoyanov
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Introduction

Cryptocurrencies are quite a hot topic nowadays, 
appearing in every major newspaper in the world, 
especially in those focused on financial and economic 
matters (i.e. Bloomberg or Financial Times). Some 
people consider them evil, others a blessing.

The truth is that some cryptocurrencies have 
accomplished a lot in such a short period of time such as 
Bitcoin, that went from being just a whitepaper posted 
to a cryptography mailing list to being considered 
legal tender in a country (El Salvador). The history of 
cryptocurrencies begins on the 31st of October 2008 
when the 9 pages Bitcoin whitepaper was made public, 
the original idea of Satoshi Nakamoto was to create 
a ‘’Peer-to-Peer Electronic Cash System’’ . Since 
then, a lot of different cryptocurrencies with different 
technicalities and use cases have been created. Some 
of these newer cryptocurrencies tried to replicate 
similar functions to the ones of Bitcoin, others targeted 
different markets and fostered new breakthroughs 
such as Ethereum; and finally, there has been other 
cryptocurrencies that didn’t add any value to the table 
and were simply money grabs. The cryptocurrency 
market capitalization is currently superior to 1 Trillion 
Euros showing the strength and relevance of this new 
technology in the markets. 

Bitcoin is still the most relevant cryptocurrency 
representing around 50% of the total cryptocurrency 
market capitalization. This is what people in the 
cryptocurrency community call Bitcoin dominance 
and it has been decreasing these last years from an 
almost 90% Bitcoin dominance prior 2017 to near a 
50% Bitcoin dominance today. Despite this decrease 
in Bitcoin dominance, the Bitcoin market capitalization 
has been increasing as the whole crypto market has 
been growing and Bitcoin has been gaining value 
through its different cycles. 

History

Bitcoin has experienced many changes to the code 
since its inception, the community has been working 

to improve its possible code issues, scalability 
problems, improving its privacy, etc. Every day Bitcoin 
is exchanged by more people and businesses around 
the world (i.e. important institutions such as Goldman 
Sachs, Morgan Stanley and George Soros, through 
Soros fund management, invested in Bitcoin early this 
year).

One of the key dates regarding the adoption of Bitcoin 
is the Bitcoin Pizza Day, the 22nd of May. This day 
commemorates the day when Laszlo Hanyecz bought 
in 2010 two pizzas paying 10.000 Bitcoin (the price 
payed for those pizzas is equivalent to 300 Million 
euros today), it is one of the first ever transactions 
recorded where Bitcoin was exchanged for other goods. 
Throughout the volatility and the years, Bitcoin value 
has been increasing and economists and investors are 
beginning to consider that it might be used not only as 
a means of payment, but also some people believe that 
Bitcoin could be a good store of value . One of the last 
purchases of Bitcoin that might support this claim is 
the purchase of $1.5 billion dollars’ worth of Bitcoin by 
Tesla . The next logical step in the history of Bitcoin is 
that other big companies hold Bitcoin on their balance 
sheets as store of value and maybe even countries 
could start implementing Bitcoin as legal tender like in 
the case of El Salvador.

Trying to compete in terms of market capitalization with 
Bitcoin we can find Ethereum, which represents around 
20% of the total cryptocurrency market capitalization. 
Ethereum first launched in 2015 but has been seeing 
its biggest success in terms of capitalization since early 
2017. One of the biggest breakthroughs of Ethereum 
was the possibility of creating complicated smart-
contracts and applications on top of the Ethereum 
blockchain, those can be used in many sectors such as 
real estate (avoiding middlemen), logistics, sports or 
even banking. With this new technology soon followed 
the infamous Initial Coin Offerings (ICOs) that remain 
controversial today. 

New coins were created on top of the Ethereum Network 
through ICOs, creating a huge bubble of tokens fueled 
by speculation in 2017. Most of the price of the tokens 

that were newly created crashed down after the frenzy 
period and had a long period of cooling down with 
little price action where the cryptocurrency projects 
that still were providing products and innovation had 
their chance to implement their technology and create 
value. Since 2020 a new use case has been developed 
for Ethereum and other alike coins, thanks to smart-
contracts and applications built on the blockchain it is 
possible to develop fi nancial products and services, it 
is called DeFi (Decentralized Finance) . We are still in 
the very early stages of DeFi but currently it’s one of the 
most promising things of the future.

Financial regulation

After seeing the relevance that cryptocurrencies 
have been acquiring historically and the impact that 
cryptocurrencies can have in our daily life, we need 
to think about how those are regulated. There is a lot 
of diff erent regulations regarding cryptocurrencies, 
countries have chosen diff erent approaches and have 
diff erent results.

The most famous case (and most recent) of crypto 
regulation is the Bitcoin Law of El Salvador. This law 
recognizes Bitcoin for what it intends to be (a legal 
tender), creating a legal framework where prices of 
goods and services in el Salvador can be announced 
in Bitcoin, exchanging Bitcoin won’t be subjected to 
capital gains and taxes can be paid in Bitcoin. This 
law has many more important implications and could 
be the start of a new monetary and fi nancial paradigm. 
Countries that don’t have their own currency and depend 
on foreign central banks might want to depend less on 
other countries. 

A similar thing happens with El Salvador, since 2001 the 
country has had a dollarized economy (its local currency 
the ‘’Colón’’ stopped circulating in 2004) and as some 
studies show, 62% of the population considers that this 
dollarization has been harmful . With this regulation 
not only they are using the same train of thought that 
they’ve once did when dollarizing the economy, but 
they’ve seen that the implementation of Bitcoin in their 
economy can help them circumvent some of the frictions 
of the established fi nancial system.

In other countries such as the US the regulation around 
Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies is quite diff erent from 
what was just described above. Depending on the State 
in the US, the attitude towards cryptocurrency can vary 
but the general approach is that there seems to be a 
tendency to regulate in some way cryptocurrencies but 
there hasn’t been a homogeneous and clear regulatory 
response.

In this eff ort of rule enforcement, the Securities 
Exchange Commission (SEC) has been monitoring 

cryptocurrencies development. It has been stated by 
the previous SEC Chair Jay Clayton that Bitcoin is not 
a security , and that seems to be the offi  cial stance of 
the actual Chair Gary Gensler too, as there has been 
no enforcement towards Bitcoin, it falls outside the 
SEC jurisdiction. The fact that Bitcoin isn’t considered 
a security doesn’t exempt other cryptocurrencies from 
responsibility when they are considered securities, SEC 
offi  cial Willlian Hinnman claimed that in order to determine 
whether a security is being sold it is important to see 
how it is being sold and the reasonable expectations 
of purchasers. That’s why the SEC has fi led lawsuits 
such as the one against Ripple Labs alleging that the 
company raised over 1.3 billion dollars through the sale 
and distribution (considering it a security off ering) of the 
digital asset XRP without registering nor satisfying any 
exemption provided by US capital markets law. The SEC 
also presented similar lawsuits against Telegram and 
Kik. Thus, the key regulatory issue in the US is to decide 
if the cryptocurrency is legally a security (when it meets 
elements of the Howey test, which derived from SEC v. 
W.J. Howey Co, and requires registration with the SEC 
if an exemption does not apply) or a commodity (like 
the “orange groves” themselves in the Howey case), 
two diff erent situations with a whole diff erent regulatory 
framework.

In Europe, the European Commission considers that 
qualifying all crypto-assets as fi nancial instruments 
(securities in the US) and subjecting them to EU 
securities market legislation might harm the growth 
of the sector and hamper innovation (as mentioned 
above, many relevant developments in the tech sector 
are based on cryptocurrencies). There is some existing 
regulation such as the Markets in Crypto-Assets 
Regulation (MiCA) that wants to protect customers 
while trying to support innovation. 

In the MiCA we can see how some crypto-assets 
such as utility tokens are considered as not having 
fi nancial purposes, establishing diff erent classes 
of cryptocurrencies from a legal standpoint. The 
complexity in the European legislation regarding crypto-
assets, where not every cryptocurrency falls into the 
same category, lays in being able to determine which 
cryptocurrency falls into which category. 

Further work is taking place in European Institutions 
to continue legislating about these matters in order 
to create an innovative and safe cryptocurrency legal 
framework. Right now, if something goes wrong with the 
cryptocurrency investment, investors around the world 
could struggle to retrieve their money. Falling outside the 
scope of the EU fi nancial Service legislation (or the US 
equivalent) means falling outside the scope of investor 
protection rules. Moreover, many service providers 
sit outside protections off ered by government-backed 
deposit insurance schemes. For instance, the Financial 

The offi cial magazine of European Democrat Students 23



Conduct Authority said recently: “Even if a crypto asset 
business is registered with us, we’re not responsible for 
making sure that they protect your assets”.

Tax regulation

On the tax side, the EU has let Member States to 
regulate by themselves the taxation on cryptocurrencies. 
Therefore, the regulation differs widely across Member 
States, but some countries stand out: 

In Portugal, the sale of cryptocurrency cannot be 
considered a “capital gain” because it is not part of the 
closed list specifically foreseen (unlike other countries 
such as Spain); so, from another point of view, it could be 
seen as investment income and taxed under Category 
E (which is an open category), as interest or dividends 
would but this interpretation is not being considered by 
tax authorities in the country. As a general rule, the tax 
authority in Portugal has decided that natural persons 
should not be taxed in respect of gains derived from the 
valuation or sale of cryptocurrencies, except that, in the 
case of sale of cryptocurrencies, if they correspond to 
the individual’s main recurrent activity, income obtained 
from such activity could be subject to Portuguese tax. 
Also, they will fall in the corporate income tax: according 
to Portuguese law, companies are taxed on their profits, 
thus any gains made by companies through the sale of 
cryptocurrencies may be computed as taxable profits. 
Portuguese tax legal framework for cryptocurrencies 
is one of the most beneficial in the EU, but it must 
be noted that there is no specific tax framework for 
cryptocurrencies and new laws could be approved.

In Poland, if your cryptocurrency income exceeds a 
PLN million, you will pay an additional 4% as “solidarity 
tax”, not including the 19% as capital gains.

In Spain, the regulation foresees that the gains obtained 
through the sale of cryptocurrencies must be considered 
as a capital gain (“ganancias patrimoniales”) which can 
be subject from 19% to 23% tax. If the income has 
been obtained through mining it will be considered 
an income coming from an economic activity. Finally, 
the transactions and mining of cryptocurrency won’t 
be subject to VAT (only if an asset is purchased 
through bitcoin acting as means of exchange). There 
is no specific regulation on cryptocurrencies either, but 
clearly differs from the regulation of its neighbor country 
(Portugal) which is much more “crypto friendly”.

Financial Stability

Finally, regarding financial stability, the Financial 
Stability Board (FSB) has been considering the 
impact of crypto-assets in the global financial stability, 
concluding in 2018 that it did not pose a material risk to 
global financial stability; but, in any case, it developed 
a monetary framework to assess the risks coming from 
crypto-assets, taking into account for example the 
exposure of banks to crypto-assets (through a QIS). 
However, other issues raised the attention of the global 

financial authorities: need for consumer and investor 
protection (as discussed above); strong market integrity 
protocols; anti-money laundering and combating 
the financing of terrorism (AML/CFT) regulation and 
supervision, including implementation of international 
sanctions; regulatory measures to prevent tax evasion; 
the need to avoid circumvention of capital controls; and 
concerns relating to the facilitation of illegal securities 
offerings. Those policy issues are not in the scope of 
what can be considered “financial stability”, but they 
are being tackled (and must be tackled) by the relevant 
authorities at national and international level. 

Due to the recent price developments and market interest 
in crypto-assets there are rising concerns related to the 
rapidly growing crypto market. The Basel Committee 
has urged to apply higher capital requirements to banks 
with exposure to volatile cryptocurrencies, explaining 
that while banks’ exposure was limited, “the growth of 
crypto assets and related services has the potential 
to raise financial stability concerns and increase risks 
faced by banks”. Those measures seem “too tough” for 
some investors who considers that they aim is to expel 
those assets from the financial system.

Conclusion

All in all, both in the EU and in the US the fast-
growing cryptocurrency industry has clearly exceeded 
the capacity of the regulators to respond. The safe 
environment will be achieved when protection of investor 
is guaranteed and the other policy issues mentioned 
tackled in a coherent manner at all regulatory levels.

There is indeed regulation that applies to companies in 
the cryptocurrency sphere but, as it has been explained, 
it is limited. The steps taken so far seems reasonable 
but in the future EU and international regulators must 
develop a more coherent and comprehensive legal 
framework which should apply to all Member States.

Javier Miguel 
Lafuente

 Ramon 
Riera 
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Fast forward 35 years to January 2020. 

The United Kingdom is about to fi nalise its exit from 
the European Union. In the plenary of the European 
Parliament in Brussels, the Brexiteer Nigel Farage is 
holding his fi nal speech before the offi  cial break of the UK 
in the EU institutions. 

“No more Guy Verhofstadt!” he concludes his speech 
before the UKIP delegation starts waving UK fl ags in an 
already historic scene, aimed at the liberation from the 
leader of Renew Europe. This is somewhat symbolic 
of the state of the feeling in the wide church that is the 
European centre-right. 

In 1986, Nigel Farage was a conservative. There was a 
common enemy, and it stood clear that the alternative to 
the communist monster in the east was internationalisation 
and that cooperation between anti-socialist countries 
and actors was the natural way forward. 35 years later 
the common enemy is no longer there, and the distance 
between some liberals and conservatives seemingly 
tremendous. 

The common project in stating the foundations of a liberal 
democracy was set and done back then, leaving the 
question of what unites the European centre-right today. Is 
there a project that both Nigel Farage and Guy Verhofstadt 
could agree upon? 

I certainly believe that there is a strong anti-socialist 
agenda that unites us, and that it is the missteps from this 
core agenda that is ground for a lot of division between the 
European centre right today.

The threatening federalism?

The perceived threat of a European superstate is a 
common argument for eurosceptics all around the 
continent. In the heated debate running up to the British 
vote of its membership in the union, Telegraph columnist 
Leo McKinstry titled a piece “The EU has revealed its true 
nature: a federalist monster that will not stop until nations 

are abolished”, discerning a development far from the 
anti-socialist core that laid off  the centre-right. 

The growth of the EU into almost all areas of public life 
has continued in a way that is both ineff ective and mired in 
socialist tendencies of redistribution. 

The explanation of this development can be found in the 
diff erences of visions of European integration that were 
laid out during World War II. A pluralistic vision by the 
Austrian economist Friedrich von Hayek in 1939 and a 
centralist vision by the Italian communist politician Alterio 
Spinelli in 1941.

The latter came to have a great infl uence on the 
development European Union, far from a well needed 
centre-right vision. It is not for nothing that the main 
building of the European Parliament carries the author’s 
name. 

An anti-socialist centre-right project should however 
focus on the ideas of the former, breaking the “federalist 
monster” of expanding state intervention, for a system that 
could do much good, and unite the centre-right. 

Even though Conservative, Liberal and Christian 
democratic values come from diff erent backgrounds, 
there is a strong core that unites them – a core which the 
European centre-right must fi nd its way back to in order to 
stay strong and united. Following are several areas that 
should be such a core for a European centre-right project 
in the 2020’s.

True subsidiarity

The principle of subsidiarity – stating that any central 
authority should perform only those tasks that cannot be 
performed at a more local level – is incorporated in the 
treaty of the European Union today and should in a centre-
right project be the overarching theme. The principle of 
subsidiarity is one of division of power, that should ensure 
that no decision is taken further away from the individual 
citizen than needed. This should be the fi rst guiding 

A Common Centre-Right Project
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In late 1986, one of the most fundamental documents for European centre-right 
advancement was signed: the Single European Act, which laid the foundation of 
the inner market with its free movement of goods, people, capital, and services. 
During the short years that followed, Europe experienced both the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Union. In the dust of the communist bloc, many 
saw an opening for a free, stable, and prosperous Europe to come. 

principle of a centre-right European union, guarding the 
autonomy of families and individuals from unnecessary 
state interference, and especially from detail regulation by 
distant elites. 

Making the single market complete

During the covid pandemic, several of the four freedoms 
have been infringed. Pictures of long border lines as lorries 
were stopped on closed borders in the spring of 2020 
should be pictures of the past. Freedom of movement is 
central for the European cooperation and the economic 
integration of Europe is of benefi t for all. Today, the 
regulation of the digital sector is in many areas diff ering 
between member states and the possibility to trade digital 
services is not as straightforward as with goods. In an ever 
more digitalised economy, the single market for services 
needs to improve.

United in diversity – the right to be for local diff erences

European culture is diverse in many ways, and attempts 
to streamline it into one main culture are both deemed to 
fail and damaging to the cultural richness of the continent. 
A centre-right agenda for Europe should include this 
right strongly connected to the principle of subsidiarity. A 
centre-right European project should by no means confl ict 
with the bar culture which Mr. Farage holds dearly, nor 
with Italian food or Finnish sauna culture. Diversity is a 
strength which should be embraced, not overthrown. 

Institutional competition

A decentralised Europe based on strong subsidiarity opens 
for further competition between institutions. A functioning 
example of this today is the gambling industry where, 
thanks to the single market and competition on regulation, 
companies from across the continent have established 

in Malta where the regulation is more benefi cial. The 
pressure of competition between diff ering regulation 
and institutions creates value for the citizens as market 
competition is applied at an institutional base.  

Rule of Law and accountability. 

Fundamental for the functioning of all of the above is the 
need for a common playing fi eld based upon a legally 
binding framework. The EU today has this, but without in 
many cases the possibilities of accountability. A central 
project for the center-right family in the common years 
must be to strengthen accountability. This is to protect the 
playing fi eld from turning it into a strongman boxing ring 
with politicians violating the rules that they have signed up 
on, but also from corruption within all levels of government. 
The latter is fundamental for trust in the institutions and 
hence for the legitimacy of the entire EU-project. 

To conclude these proposals, they are all about fi nding 
back to the core of the center-right, back to the fondation 

and to the victories thought to have already been won. 
That fact that they have not been in full, in favour of 
symbolic big government schemes, can explain a lot of the 
division between Verhofstadt and Farage. In order to unite 
the center-right family, it is time to go back to the basics. 

Martin
Bergman
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The Schumann Declaration, which paved the foundations 
71 years ago, granted citizens of Europe the great 
opportunity to share fundamental values such as 
democracy, the rule of law, peace, and prosperity. 
However, in hindsight, the European region has faced 
several challenges in the recent past, including Brexit, the 
migration crisis, and the pandemic. Therefore, it is time 
to reassess the lessons learned and refl ect on the future. 

The joint declaration on the conference could bear a 
resemblance to the Giscard d’Estaing Convention or 
the White Paper published in 2017 by the European 

Commission under the presidency of Jean-Claude Juncker, 
which sought to set out fi ve scenarios for the future of 
Europe, followed by fi ve refl ection papers. Juncker’s paper 
was greeted warmly at the time and received a positive 
resonance. Hence, this could be a starting point for the 
planning discussions that will be part of the conference on 
the future of Europe. 

Why now?  

The conference on the future of Europe was already 
prepared in 2019. Back then, the world looked completely 

The conference on the future of Europe was already 
prepared in 2019. Back then, the world looked completely 
diff erent. Unemployment was low, and the fi gures for 
economic growth were positive. Unfortunately, the 
pandemic has signifi cantly changed the starting line, 
which is not only referring to the launching date of the 
conference. However, any crisis can also turn into an 
opportunity. Therefore, this undesirable moment must 
be fully utilized to achieve concrete results in several 
suitable areas for an internal refl ection. The conference 
on the Future of Europe is headed by three institutions: 
EU Council, European Commission, and European 

Parliament. It focuses on crucial sectors of reform that 
need to be discussed. These include the role of the EU as a 
global actor, digital transformation, European democracy, 
the rule of law, climate change, migration challenges and 
many more. People from all over Europe can participate 
in the conference using a multilingual language platform 
available in all 24 offi  cial EU languages.

The main objective is to provide a citizen-focused debate 
and listen to what they have to say. Given the recent fi ndings 
on the low trust levels in EU institutions, it is essential to 
put citizens in the front. The EU is at a crossroads, and 

crucial issues need to be discussed. For example, what 
changes could the revision of the EU electoral law bring? 
How can the system of Spitzenkandidaten be further 
improved? Should the European Union cooperate more 
closely in health policy following the experience of the 
pandemic crisis? Should the European Union be more 
united in defence policy?

Moreover, the pandemic has highlighted already existing 
problems. Now is the time to refl ect on them. Indeed, in 
the wake of growing nationalist and populist movements 
across Europe, resulting from increasing polarisation and 
the threat of widespread disinformation, it is crucial to 
adopt a closer vision and strive for unity.  

Conclusion

The outcome is still unclear. It may or may not result in 
changes to fundamental EU treaties. Nevertheless, this 
conference is a unique opportunity to discuss ideas about 
what we have in common in the EU, our shared values, 

what benefi ts we enjoy, and what responsibilities we share. 
Whether the conference will lead to necessary institutional 
changes, the main goal should be to raise awareness 
among the broad scope of the general public. Considering 
Slovakia, which has had the lowest voter turnout among 
member states in two subsequent European elections, with 
only 23 per cent in 2019, the debate is urgently needed.  

The EU at a Crossroads  
Conference on the Future of 
Europe - What To Expect? 
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The COVID-19 pandemic that started last year has disrupted our daily lives and exacer-
bated the economic and health crises to unprecedented levels. Europe is undergoing 
developments that are of fundamental political importance, and that will infl uence its 
future direction. With the recently launched conference on the future of Europe, a bot-
tom-up discussion should take place with citizens across Europe. Will it provide a real 
opportunity for legislative reform, or is it instead of a framework for refl ection?  

Alexandra 
Zakova
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The world has changed dramatically from its founding 
years till today. Today’s world is much more complicated, 
connected, and in some areas, much more divided. We 
had the Berlin Wall and the Iron curtain. Now we have 
the Chinese Great Firewall. We had Martin Luther King 
Jr. and his speech “I Have a Dream.” Now we have 
George Floyd. We had black and white televisions. Now 
we have 5G internet and 4K videos. We had the NATO 
versus Warsaw pact. Now we have China as a strategic 

competitor. We had the world’s fi rst jumbo jet commercial 
fl ight. Now we have Elon Musk’s SpaceX. We had the 
European Communities made up of six countries. Now we 
have European Union with 27 member states.

I would say we had a lot of challenges but much more 
optimism. For every integration, we emphasize unity and 
equality. Still, now Europe and the world are facing much 
more complicated issues, and we need agreement more 

Many things have happened from 1961 till today, good and bad. In 1961 one of the 
best was the founding of the EDS. A group of students who believed in a better future 
started the never-ending job of connecting and making opportunities for young people 
across Europe. After 60 years, we still need that unity and cooperation to create a 
meaningful impact. 

than ever before, on every level. The global pandemic 
Covid-19 shows us that only together can we save people’s 
lives and start rebuilding a better society. Climate change 
is also one of the urgent challenges we are currently 
facing, and we need to act now. Together.

On the other hand, the geostrategic position of Europe has 
considerably changed. Circumstances in the 21st century 
look much diff erent from those when we had the Iron 
Curtain. Asia became much more critical with China as a 
global economic and military powerhouse. Unfortunately, 
the EU still has old problems regarding its fl exibility 
and power dynamics between member states and EU 
institutions. Eurocentrism is a big problem because it 
doesn’t give us a realistic picture of which world we live 
in and what should be done. It keeps us blind. Quarrels 
among member states are common, and it creates 
ineffi  ciency. It was tolerable when the competitions were 
weak, but now the world is full of solid players. To win in 
that multipolar world, we need to be united. 

With around 40 member organizations, EDS has proven 
to be the place where voices are heard and concrete 
proposals get made. The leadership has shown initiative 
to connect us with other young people from the rest of the 
world, from the Middle East to China and Central America. 
A new perspective in the globalized world is much 

needed. Friends and partners with whom we share the 
same values are essential. Democracy is a never-ending 
process and every generation must keep conquering it. 
Maybe we will not succeed in democratizing China, but we 
must keep the door open, mainly because there are some 
challenges on which we can work together on such as 
climate change, health, or the economy. The EDS showed 
its commitment to democracy by welcoming Central and 
Eastern European organizations from a former communist 
bloc. The student leaders from the EDS always supported 
the enlargement of the European Union because they 
believed that young people belong to the same future 
regardless of their country of origin. As someone who 
lives in a country with aspirations to become a member 
of the EU, I’m grateful for the EDS and its leadership for 
their commitment and support. Only a united Europe and 
united EDS, represented by many members, will rise to 
the challenge we are facing today and tomorrow. 
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The nature of nation-states transformed over the last few 
decades. The power of states shifted not only upwards 
– by relinquishing its rights to supranational bodies and 
organizations, but also downwards – by giving a way 
to local authorities and pressure groups. This has been 
accompanied by sideways shifts of market actors and 
their dominance which, since 1980’s, became key players 
on the international political and economic arena. 

The EU is faced with number of challenges resulting from 
globalisation – just to name few such as tax avoidance 
by private companies (i.e. Apple and Amazon.com), 
and on the other side of the spectrum growing external 
threats such as disinformation coming from Russia and 
strengthening of China’s economic infl uence and their New 
Silk Belt initiative. Under this circumstances, where states 
have to compete to maintain its market competitiveness, 
occurring changes seem to outgrow not only citizens, but 
also policymakers.

The EU needs a strong, meritocratic and competent 
institutions which can accommodate globalisation, 
provide weighted and wise policy proposals,  take into 
account maximum amount of diff erentiated views in order 
to create a coherent response, backed by the majority of 
the Europeans. The response formed by the democratic 
states needs to be backed by strong and competitive 
institutions that will not leave anyone behind.

Although, today the segment of the central-right values 
involving term ‘right’ is often regarded through the lenses 
of populism and nationalism – so well-known political 
strategy used by growing authoritarian-like governments, 
and term ‘central’ is often regarded as opportunistic, 
and boring – the central-right values are neither dull nor 
backward.

Scholars denote that globalisation favours ‘coherent’ 
strategies. Coherent in the way that they represent 
compact set of policies and approaches. This is exactly 
what central-right values provide and what can only be 
achieved by acting united. And this is currently the biggest 
challenge modern centre-right supporters have to face 
– we need to develop new, effi  cient framework without 
rejecting previous institutions. Because as globalisation 
disfavours inconsistency, central-right values assume 
development not by revolution, but through evolution. 

The centre-right values have to answer crucial question 
faced by all modern democracies: how to answer 
challenges that will determine next decades and next 
century. Globally and regionally – climate change, 
migration crisis, rising new economies and market 
competitiveness; and internally – by aff ecting  sustainable 
economic growth, social welfare and tackling democracy 
backsliding and disinformation.

It is also depends on us, young people – how we will decide 
to interpret the change. How we will redefi ne old concepts 
in order to make them applicable to present challenges 
and how to transform them so they could serve the widest 
amount of people. Because, as the popular internet meme 
tells us – modern problems require modern solutions – but 
sometimes these modern solutions have to be based on 
the overarching principle of unity and values that serve 
this purpose. The centre-right ones have tools to do that.

Centre-Right Unity And Values In 
The Age Of Globalisation

3’
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Globalisation processes reconfi gured power structures at all possible levels. More than 
that, it produced new power vacuums that still wait to be fi lled. Globalisation changed 
the way we think by creating what some scholars call global consciousness. It changed 
the way we consume by accelerating consumption. It has also aff ected the role of 
nation states. In this complex, multilayer reality in which private companies are priced 
more than single nation-states, there is a growing demand for a common answer to 
those changes. It can only be achieved based on the unity of common values.

Maciek 
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Center-Right - Moderate Force 
For The Future
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During the past decade, European politics has been polarising at a very fast rate. Global 
economic crisis, migration crisis, negative eff ects of globalization, and COVID-19 
pandemic nurtured many insecurities and anxieties of the European population. 
These insecurities and discontent, as a result, produced strong populist and extreme 
forces all around Europe. Right-wing populists, left-wing fi rebrands, comedians turned 
Robespierres, neofascists, and other diff erent opposition forces have risen in the 
past decade as a strong political opposition. Political debate is noisy and sometimes 
irrational with reactionary tones.

On the other side, center-right forces are in the defensive mode against many populists 
contestants. They have shown to be good managers of the status quo in insecure 
times. Many of these new forces stayed in opposition thanks to center-right electoral 
pragmatism and political professionalism. Center-right parties framed themselves as 
a safe choice against the risky populist opponents. When you compare the political 
success of center-left and center-right in the past decade, it is obvious that moderate 
right proved to be more resilient to emerging opposition.

But current global political climate and challenges don’t need only a status quo 
manager, they need a positive vision for the future. In the current polarised political 
debate, there is always a risk for everything to spiral into madness. That is why 
a moderate center-right vision for the future is needed as a rational alternative to 
emerging political irrationality.

Center-right vision

Since 1945, after World War II, the European center-
right was an anchor of stability and progress in war-torn 
Europe. Christian democrat, conservative, and liberal-
conservative parties were the frontrunners in the promotion 
of European integration. That process produced seven 
decades of economic growth and peace in the continent. 
That vision was moderate but ambitious and also needed 
in the particular moment. The current European Union is 
standing on the pillars set by the ambitious center-right 
and center-left leaders of that time. Where is that vision 
now when it is needed?

Many problems are not addressed right now. In the past 
decade, European Union lost its member for the fi rst time 
in its history after seven decades of enlargement. Few 
member countries are consolidating their authoritarian 
governing style in absolute opposition to European values. 
The migration challenge is still not solved. The Union lacks 
foreign policy muscles in the emerging insecure multipolar 
world in which oppressive powers are emerging. EU is 
lagging in digitalization, and it doesn’t produce relevant 
tech giants. European citizens are skeptical of the 
European multilateral institutions and their possibility to 
deliver results after the messy COVID-19 reaction.

As the leading political force in Europe, center-right parties 
have the biggest part of the responsibility. It is not that 
popular position during a major crisis, but the European 
electorate gave the most support to the European people’s 
party during the European parliament election 2019 and 
in many national legislative elections after that. They put 
their trust in the EPP, and they are waiting for the results 
and a clear vision for the future.

Moderate force for the future

European people expect the Christian democrat, 
conservative and liberal-conservative parties to off er a 
positive and bold vision for the future. They expect the major 
political force to go from the defensive to the off ensive. 
In this polarised and populist political arena, there is an 
opportunity for that. According to a Pew Research Center 
poll from 2019, the majority of the electorate in most 
European Union member countries have a positive view of 
moderate parties and a negative view of populist parties. 
Various new opposition parties are politicly very loud but 
have their celling of support set relatively low.

Challengers from the right-wing are the reactionary 
and anti-elite forces that exploit societal nativist and 
antimodernist fears. They are good at targeting grievances 
made by globalization and rapid cultural liberalization. 
They are also versed with the post-truth concept tools and 
in building a parallel reality for their supporters. That is 
dangerous for society but politically eff ective. Deep down 
they are also authoritarian and with many allies from 
foreign powers that are not well-intentioned to EU.

Left-wing is now more atomized and weaker than a 
decade or two ago, but they can not be underestimated. 
Populist left wing like a Spanish Podemos or Greek Syriza 

already peaked, but another type of left-wing is infi ltrating 
very successfully into mainstream social-democratic and 
green parties. This new left is more focused on extreme 
culture wars imported from the USA than on economic 
grievances like the old left. They have an obsession with 
grouping voters into a hierarchy of social oppression 
based on innate characteristics. This rhetoric is popular 
with academic and media elites, but it can be a strong 
reactionary fuel for right-wing populists that are targeting 
the conservative working class that despises this type of 
left identity politics.

In this political landscape, center-right parties have a 
chance to be a viable force, not just a defender of the 
status quo. First, Christian democrats, conservatives, 
and liberal-conservatives are more based on expertise 
and data-driven policies, than on aggressive identity 
politics. They are a rational political force that can off er 
substantial incremental progress. Center-right parties are 
pro-European, and the European Union is very popular 
according to polls. They off er unity and security against 
the left and right-wing populists that are producing chaos 
and polarisation. Center-right parties should be more 
pragmatic and fl exible to gather all moderate voters as 
some sort of centrist gravity fi eld, where the majority of 
the electorate is still politicly. It right now lacks the clear 
positive vision of the European Union in 10 or 20 years, 
how should it look like, and why it can make life better for 
the average citizen.

Opportunity for center-right

Many crises that hit the continent in the past decade 
challenged a European political status quo. Center-right 
has an opportunity to use this crisis moment to reinvent 
itself on the European level. Christian democrat, liberal-
conservative and conservative parties have a unique 
chance to turn the table and change the whole political 
conversation in Europe. They can become a big-tent, 
centrist, pro-European, and data-driven political force 
that can effi  ciently address voters’ worries and challenge 
various populist opposition. 

Center-right has an opportunity to transform itself from 
the political force that defends the achievements from the 
past into architects of future Europe. Social democrats or 
liberal block don’t have that capacity right now. Moderate 
force for the future can be a pragmatic bloc of Christian 
democratic, conservative, and liberal-conservative parties. 
These parties layed the foundation of the European 
project seven decades ago, one of the most successful 
political projects in human history. These parties can also 
lay a foundation for the European project in the next seven 
decades. It is time to begin.
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The European Neighborhood 
Policy Effectiveness and 
Criticism
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The European Union has been, for the past few decades, a haven for the citizens 
of neighboring countries, who are seeking better jobs, better education, and 
overall better quality of life. That is mostly due to the outsider view of the EU 
as the exemplary and ideal place to start a new life and to have a better future, 
especially in the eyes of those living in developing nations plagued by instability 
and political turmoil. Even though that is not always the case, many EU neighbours 
have been suff ering from these kinds of issues. In response to that situation the 
EU established in 2004 the European Neighborhood Policy (ENP) aimed at helping 
the bordering countries to foster security and stability as well as prosperity, and 
to integrate them into the EU system for better mutual relations. Moreover it has 
the purpose of countering the emergence of security risks, like the clandestine 
immigration, the  environmental degradation as well as the penetration of organised 
crime and terrorism. The countries that were included are the ones on the 
eastern borders of the EU like Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, 
and Ukraine, as well as countries in the south Mediterranean such as Lebanon, 
Palestine, Israel, Syria, Egypt, Jordan, Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco and Libya.
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The policy is it eff ective? 

As we try to look deep into the bilateral relations between 
each of the countries included in the policy and EU we 
would fi nd that each country is treated diff erently and 
according to it’s political stance on major issues as well 
as it’s infl uence and closeness to the EU however the 
fi rst major step towards an agreement and a plan with 
collective countries was “the Barcelona process” which 
was launched in 1995 with the southern Mediterranean 
countries which helped to enhance mutual relations and 
increase trade and large scale international projects, and 
so in many ways laid the framework to the creation of the 
union for the Mediterranean and the ENP. 

On the eastern part the Eastern Partnership (EaP) was 
launched in 2009 at the summit of Prague, was also in 
the interest of improving the bilateral relations and the 
implementation of trade partnership with the eastern 
countries included in the ENP. 

Furthermore, the EU created in 2007 the European 
Neighborhood Partnership Instrument (ENPI) , which 
was replaced in 2014 by the European Neighborhood 

instrument (EPI) with a budget of 15,4 billion Euros which 
was given to the bordering countries included in the ENP 
to help them conquer poverty and achieving prosperity 
as well as integrate them into the EU add to that to help 
promote human rights and achieve better governance.

Undoubtedly with the role that the EU is playing, and the 
time, energy and funding put into place, the ENP had a 
major impact on the included countries, and has helped to 
spur a positive change to the socio economic and political 
situations in them. 

The policy, criticism:

Despite the crucial role the EU is playing in helping ENP 
members make the change they so desperately needs, 
it is yet to prove eff ective in certain situations like when 
it seems as if the EU role diminishes as soon as a 
devastating crises hits a neighboring country.

As example while Lebanon is facing its toughest fi nancial 
and economic crisis in it’s recent history, we are yet to 
notice any signifi cant action from the EU through the ENP 
to try and help Lebanon overcome its darkest period. 
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Add to that the instability on the eastern front whether it 
was political such as Belarus, human rights violation like 
in Eastern Ukraine or the Azerbaijani Armenian confl ict 
or economic. We are yet to see the fruitful impact of the 
EU in helping to tackle those and other issues facing it’s 
neighboring countries.

To summarize, with the implementation of the ENP by the 
EU and its members, real change has been seen through 
the borders of the EU, however the mission is far from 
over and much work should be put in place in order to 
reach the ultimate goal of stability and prosperity in the 
region. 

Jad
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What is Crypto? Defi ? Blockchain?

The right has always had the reputation of being pro-
business, economically literate and fi scally responsible. 
Having understood the future necessity of fi nance the 
right-wing parties of Thatcher and Reagan unleashed 
the fi nancial markets, allowing widespread home-
ownership. The right must again recognise the necessity 
of new fi nancial opportunities and embrace blockchain 
technology which will cut costs for businesses and could 
increase trust, security and transparency in companies. 
Becoming the champions for cryptocurrencies, the right 
will help the unbanked and underbanked in developing 
economies, as well as citizens in advanced economies, 
enjoy and participate in the full benefi ts of a globalised 
economy by reducing transaction costs signifi cantly. 

The quickly advancing pace of technological innovation 
and a political generation with less business experience 
has left politicians playing catch up to the wonders of 
fi ntech and digital payments. It has always been the 
case that governments and politicians are behind on new 
technology and innovation but the seemingly complete 
refusal to at least experiment with blockchain and crypto 
seems completely antithetical to centre-right values. The 
next generation of right-wing politicians must glimpse 
the future and recognise that cryptocurrency, defi  and 
blockchain are here to stay and are already being used by 
other ‘less technology advanced’ countries.

China, for example, although on the surface seems 
opposed to the cryptocurrency bitcoin is very clearly 
pro-blockchain technology and will likely be putting a 
cryptocurrency forward for use, but only one it can control. 
The widely publicised news that El Salvador has plans to 
make Bitcoin a legal currency in the country has made 
waves continues to demonstrate the inevitability of crypto 

technology. Truly we live in a remarkable time when El 
Salvador leads the way on business innovation and the 
European Union and centre-right parties in the west 
choose to stifl e entrepreneurialism. 

Even with these obvious benefi ts we must still be cautious 
around crypto, blockchain and associated technologies. 
Stories of electronic crypto wallets being hacked and having 
funds stolen or wallets becoming lost on hard drives litter 
news publications. Furthermore, there are winners in the 
crypto speculation market but also many losers and with 
very little government regulation this exposes vulnerable 
people to exploitation. This is where the opportunity for 
governments exists, in making a little understood but a 
growing in popularity phenomenon useful for all of society 
rather than only the few with either the monetary means or 
time to gain from it. Surely if the technology is here to stay 
we should harness it in the most benefi cial and effi  cient 
means for our nations.

Embracing crypto and blockchain technologies is not only 
economically prudent but also supports and provides 
opportunities for not only our own citizens but also 
peoples in the developing economies around the world. 
Cryptocurrency and Defi  is a new gold rush, one that 
traditional fi nances are now also realising and learning 
how to profi t from. Blockchain allows for freedom from an 
overbearing government, privacy from companies collecting 
data and increases participation in the globalised economy. 
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The EU Must Embrace Business 
Lessons From El Salvador And Re-
new Its Love For Business And In-
novation 3’

read

The mainstreamifi cation of new and exciting cryptocurrency and blockchain technologies 
has led to more and more people trying their luck and ‘investing’ into cryptocoins. The 
latest saga in the crypto story has recently arrived with El Salvador, a country certainly 
with no reputation in business innovation, embracing Bitcoin and proposing to make it a 
legal currency by September 2021. With many countries and centre-right parties in The 
West being averse to crypto technology and fi nancial innovation, has the right lost its 
love for business and entrepreneurialism?

Charlie
Crumpton
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