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Europe’s Role in the World

Fresh Ideas.



Dear EDS Family and Friends,

It is always a pleasure to launch a new edition of BullsEye and share 
the ideas, content and vision of EDS members, as well as to see the 
growing reputation of our magazine with more and more articles and 
interviews from major political figures.

Our series of introduction pieces from senior leaders is twice as strong 
in this edition with contributions from two leading European politicians. 
Radosław Sikorski MEP, former Minister of Foreign Affairs in Donald 
Tusk’s cabinet (2007-2014), as well Speaker of the Polish Parliament 
(2014-2015) discusses the future of transatlantic relations between the 
EU and US in a though-provoking piece arranged by Gustaf Reinfeldt. 
We are equally thrilled to have an in-depth article on the EU’s support to 
the people of Russia and Belarus, from Andrius Kubilius MEP, erstwhile 
Prime Minister of Lithuania (1999-2000 and 2008-2012) and leader of 
the Homeland Union party (2003-2015), with many thanks to Edvardas 
Lukošius for arranging this excellent piece.

We are also doubling up on the strong tradition we’ve established of 
featuring interviews with key political figures. On this occasion we present 
an interview held by Aurora Hårtveit with Heidi Nordby – Norwegian 
MP, Leader of the Oslo Conservatives, and leader of the European 
Movement in Norway, who discusses key points and prospects in the 
EEA-EU relationship and cooperation. In addition we are also featuring 
an interview held by Rayno D. Stoyanov with Dr. Rumen Hristov, leader 
of Bulgaria’s United Democratic Forces (UDF), who has worked for the 
first two Bulgarian Presidents and has been an MP in the 43d and 45th 
Bulgarian Parliaments.

It is equally important to present the voices, views and values of young 
people and to this end we feature strong contributions from a number of 
Europe’s future leaders.

In the field of international affairs we can read about the importance of 
the EU in promoting gender equality across the world, highlighted with 
strong research and examples by Victoria Olari, as well as about the 
value of the EU in creating a green world, expertly analysed by Vladimir 
Kljajic, and an excellent example of green growth in Greece thoroughly 
covered by Eleni Koufali, as well as a unique opinion-piece on ‘Third 
Culture Kids’ carefully developed by Nora Strømme.

In terms of connections with key partners we can read a review of relations 
between Africa and the EU, thoroughly researched and evaluated by 
Aurora Hårtveit, as well as the prospects for closer cooperation between 
Latin America and the European Union, expertly described by Marta 
Urgellés, and the latest updates and future possibilities in the situation 
in Taiwan and the EU’s geopolitical agenda and potential actions on this 
issue, a topic thoroughly analysed by Dimitrije Milic.

As always please let us know any thoughts, ideas or feedback on 
BullsEye, and please feel most welcome to contribute to the magazine. 
We are always looking for more ways to grow, to put your ideas forward, 
and to raise awareness of the skills, thoughts and values of young 
people across Europe and beyond.

We are also preparing a Special Edition of BullsEye to further 
commemorate this unique year with the 60th Anniversary of EDS and 
the 30th Anniversary of BullsEye. We look forward to making the most 
of all opportunities to share the successes of EDS organisations and the 
knowledge, ideas and values of our members.

Vice-Chair for 
Publications

Ivan 
Botoucharov
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Let me welcome you to this new edition of the EDS in house magazine, BullsEye. This is already the third edition under 
the leadership of Gustaf Reinfeldt, Krzysztof Kuboń and Ivan Botoucharov. Let me praise once again their effort to keep 
alive this magazine, which is already 30 years old.

Our European project is threatened once again with the tragic events which occurred last week when flight FR4978 was 
illegally diverted by the Belarusian regime. The last European dictatorship has arrested a young and brave activist, who 
is potentially facing the death penalty for the promotion of his ideas. This is an attack to our democratic values and to 
our sovereignty. As an organisation that treasures more than 60 years of experience in defending democracy across 
Europe and abroad, we must demand to our institutions a reaction to the affront, proving an unwavering commitment to 
our European values.

As the neighboring policy proves to be a demanding challenge, we must ensure 
the role of our organisation at the heart of our EPP family, supporting our 
member parties in the upcoming electoral cycle that will reshape the political 
landscape of Europe.

Stay tuned on our socials and let us know your thoughts!

This issue will discuss one of the more exciting prospects regarding the role of Europe and the EU on the world stage. 
The theme that we have chosen for this issue is The EU’s role in the world. With the descending presence of the US in 
the world and with Russia and China’s, among others, ambition to gain a more influential role, the EU need to think more 
about what part they would like to play in it all. The question that BullsEye Magazine discusses is an important one and 
will become even more so during the coming years.

With the new Biden administration in place the US is starting to look quite similar to what we in Europe have known for 
the 75 years preceding the Trump presidency. But with that being said, the US leadership in the world will not be entirely 
restored over a single night, or even within the timeframe of a year or a single presidential period. Trust in the US has 
eroded a lot during the last president, both externally and internally, and the new president seem to be most focused 
on rebuilding trust and relationships domestically, rather than internationally — as it should be. But this development 
has also created a political power vacuum in the world, that some adversaries to democracy, freedom and market 
economy have tried to fill. To counter their power grab, the EU and some of its member states should instead take a 
more active role in world politics. The EU need to try to take lead on a number of issues and problems facing the world 
— declining economies and world trade, climate change issues, geopolitical and security problems, questions regarding 
technological developments et cetera. 

There is an opening now for European leadership in the world — it is ours for 
the taking. We might look back at this time in history as a turning point, now 
is therefore the time for the EU to decide if it wants to leave their mark in it.

I hope that you will enjoy the reading.

Carlo
Angrisano

EDS Chairman

Gustaf 
Reinfeldt 

Editor-in-Chief, 
BullsEye Magazine 
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Dear Readers,

Dear EDS Family, 

Dear Friends,



It is obvious that much of what has divided the EU and the 
US over the past years will not just disappear overnight 
with a new administration. The disagreements, like 
the Airbus/Boeing dispute, did not arise with the Trump 
administration. We could not bring the transatlantic trade 
negotiations (TTIP) to a successful conclusion during the 
Obama administration. There are deeper systemic issues 
that we are not in agreement on. And this is what makes 
this period a crucial one, where we - the EU and the US - 
fi nd ourselves at the nexus of a new era. The era of Asian 
power.

In this changing setting, the EU Commission proposed a 
‘new EU-US agenda for global change’, the objective of 
which is to address global challenges together to ensure 
that our understanding of a liberal and democratic global 
order remains the prevalent leitmotif for multilateral 
engagement in a world with China as a new superpower. 

The circumstances are indeed diffi  cult. President Trump has 
not disappeared with his electoral defeat. The Republican 
party still hums his tune, and there is a real worry that the 
Biden administration is an interlude to another four years 
of Trump, either because of a second Trump presidency, 
or through a presidency of a Republican candidate in 
his mould. We therefore need to move forward with our 
initiatives at pace if we want to future proof multilateralism, 
and the rule of law, among many other things. 

What must be at the forefront of our joint eff orts? The 
overarching issues that now require our immediate 
attention are tackling climate change, addressing the 
opportunities and challenges of new technologies, and 
sustainable economic development. These are not small 
matters. Tackling climate issues is the most obvious 
challenge of our day. I would argue that the technological 
battle, although perhaps no less obvious, is crucial with 
regard to its geopolitical impact. Our economies are highly 
digitalised, and they will become ever more so. In order to 
remain competitive, to set future technological standards, 
and to ensure the safety our critical infrastructure, we must 
develop joint approaches and work closely together. 

This would build on what President Biden called for during 
the Munich Security Conference, namely to shape the 
rules that will govern the advance of technology, and on 
the EU’s proposal of a joint EU-US tech agenda as part 

of the new agenda for global change. The Commission 
is already moving forward with legislative proposals, for 
example on harmonised rules on artifi cial intelligence via 
an Artifi cial Intelligence Act. There will be diff erences of 
views - on data governance, and that high-risk AI systems 
should meet certain requirements before they can be 
used, but also the regulation of data fl ows more generally, 
and fi nding common approaches to cybersecurity will need 
addressing. A common EU-US Trade and Technology 
Council, as proposed by the EU, can be of help in fi nding 
common ground.

There are other challenges within the transatlantic 
economic relationship that need resolution as well. As 
mentioned, we could not bridge various trade-related 
diff erences during our negotiations on TTIP, which is 
why they ultimately failed. What TTIP sought to address 
still needs to be resolved. Public procurement is one of 
these issues. We must open our procurement markets 
to each other if we want to make our economies more 
competitive. American initiatives by the former and current 
US administrations, therefore, are counterproductive. 
President Biden must clearly focus the lion’s share of his 
economic eff orts on programmes at home - especially 
given the threat of losing the House and Senate in the 
next mid-term elections in 2022. As such, he must off er 
something to the home crowd. But we must not lose 
sight of the bigger picture. The following sentence in the 
EU’s agenda highlights where we must be headed on the 
economic front: “[w]e should facilitate our bilateral trade 
and deepen our regulatory and standards cooperation”. 
Doing anything else will mean that we cede the fi eld to 
China, and become rule takers, instead of rule makers.

It is evident that it is time for bold action. Ultimately, we 
must ask ourselves the question: Who do we, as the EU, 
want by our side in this new dawn? With the US can we 
work towards a future with freedom, democracy, and 
prosperity.

The Future of the Transatlantic 
Relations Between the EU and 
the US 5’

read

The clouds have lifted, the sun is out, the storm is over. Biden has been elected President. 
This was the prevalent feeling in the EU after the election in November of last year. As 
the dust of the election and the initial euphoria that President Trump had been voted out 
of offi  ce has settled, it is now down to business. The Biden administration brings a new 
set of opportunities, and challenges for the future of transatlantic relations.

BullsEye4

 Radoslaw 
Sikorski MEP 

MEP 2019- , Chairman of the EU-US 
Delegation, Minister of Foreign Affairs 2007-

2014, Defence Minister 2005-2007



The time has come for the EU to 
engage with the people of Russia 
and Belarus to support democracy
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The new momentum of EU Eastern Partnership policy can bring success and inspiration 
for changes in Russia and Belarus.
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The biggest challenge to security on the European 
continent comes from the authoritarian and increasingly 
aggressive behaviour of the Kremlin. The only long-term 
and sustainable solution to this problem lies in the future 
of democracy in Russia.

Russia can become democratic and have a bright future, 
in the same way Ukraine or Belarus can as well. This will 
depend on the EU’s determination to assist the democratic 
Russia of tomorrow, to push back the Kremlin’s aggression 
and to engage with the societies of Russia and Belarus to 
bring their countries back to a genuine path of democratic 
development. 

Both countries belong to Europe and have common 
heritage and traditions of being in Europe. Russia’s 
policies and character of its authorities directly aff ect 
EU’s immediate neighbourhood, in particular repressions 
in Belarus. Thus, the EU has no other choice than to 
take the opportunity to defend democracy in the eastern 
neighbourhood.

Today’s Russia is captured by Putin and his circle of 
oligarchs, who have concluded with him a loyalty pact to 
have a free hand for enriching themselves and transferring 
their profi ts abroad. Putin’s external aggression is 
combined with internal repressions on democratic forces, 
mass media, civil activists and political actors. Putin’s 
Russia is continuing its aggressive behaviour on the 
border with Ukraine and interfering with acts of terrorism 
on the territory of EU Member States, such as Czechia, 
Bulgaria and Germany, and eastern neighbours, such as 
Belarus and Armenia.

President Putin continues the systemic repression of 
democratic forces in Russia. In just two weeks after the 
arrest of Alexei Navalny, the Kremlin authorities have 
detained more than 11 000 peaceful demonstrators. 
This brings the total number of Russians detained since 
January 2021 to more than 15 000. The Kremlin keeps 
repressing democratic forces with a long list of practices 
of attempted poisonings and murders, arrests and political 

sentencings of key opposition members and activists like 
Anna Politkovskaya, Boris Nemtsov, Alexander Litvinenko, 
Sergei and Yulia Skripal, Sergei Protazanov, Vladimir 
Kara-Murza and others. 
The Russian authorities stigmatise the civil society in 
Russia as ‘foreign agents’ and have declared the Anti-
Corruption Foundation, headed by Alexei Navalny, who 
was poisoned by the authorities, arrested and imprisoned, 
as an extremist organisation. These are just a few 
examples of the Kremlin’s systemic attempts to destroy the 
opposition in Russia and block it from eff ective participation 
in the September 2021 Parliamentary election. Putin is 
destroying political competition and pluralist democracy in 
Russia, as Lukashenko does with Putin’s help in Belarus.

Both regimes in Russia and Belarus fear the growing 
demand for change among the people. Since 9 August 
2020, the Lukashenko regime has detained nearly 40 
000 peaceful protesters, many of them students, who 
were persecuted and tortured, and nearly 400 of the 
detained have been recognised as political prisoners. 
Many student activists in Belarus are going through a 
trial with a sentence of up to three years in prison, just 
because they dream of a Belarus that is a free democracy. 
The ongoing trials of the student community, in particular 
of Yane Orobeiko, Kase Budko, Anastasia Bulybenko, 
Victoria Grankovskaya, Maria Kalenik, Ksenia Syramalot, 
Egor Kanetsky, Gleb Fitzner, Ilya Trakhtenberg, Tatyana 
Yekelchik, Olga Filatchenkova, Alane Gebremariam are 
just a few among many cases in Belarus.

These developments in our neighbourhood, in particular 
in Russia and Belarus, are an early warning to the EU that 
democracy in the Eastern neighbourhood is under a heavy 
attack. Putin’s Russia continues its eff orts to destabilise 
EU candidate and associated EaP countries with the goal 
to create obstacles or to stop the process of their Euro-
Atlantic integration.

This is why the EU began its work on the preparations 
of a comprehensive European strategy on Russia and 
the European Parliament has begun its deliberations. 



The European Parliament has already called for a review 
of the EU’s policy vis-à-vis Russia, including the five 
guiding principles agreed in 2016. In its resolutions the 
European Parliament has already emphasised that future 
EU relations with Russia would depend on the pace of 
Russia’s democratic transformation.

The EU strategy towards Russia should be centered on 
the ‘pushback, contain and engage’ principles aimed at 
strengthening the EU’s capacity to combat the Kremlin’s 
threats, especially in its Eastern neighbourhood. The 
EU should initiate and contribute to the international 
investigation of crimes committed by President Putin’s 
regime against the people of Russia together with the 
crimes committed by Mr Lukashenko’s regime in Belarus 
within the framework of an impunity platform and an EU 
Justice Hub. The EU should work out an international 
investigation mechanism, which inter alia will help 
preparation and implementation of the sanctions on Russia 
and Belarus and contribute to the work of many other 
international justice instruments, such as the international 
tribunals.

The EU should establish a transatlantic alliance with the 
U.S. with the goal to defend democracy globally and 
propose a democracy defence toolkit, which should include 
joint actions on sanctions, anti-money laundering policies, 
rules on the conditionality of economic and financial 
assistance, international investigations, and support for 
human rights activists and defenders of democracy.

The transformation of Russia back to a democracy will 
depend on the willingness of the Russian people and the 
EU must be ready to assist them in their wish to have a 
democratic country. It is clear, that the Kremlin sees a 
successful, prosperous and democratic neighbourhood in 
the Eastern Partnership region as a threat to the stability 
of the Putin regime, because the EU has a ‘soft power’ to 
inspire ordinary people to seek democratic transformation 
of Russia following an example of successful integration 
and reforms in Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia. 

Accordingly, the EU should initiate, as soon as possible, 
the deliberations on the new momentum of European 
integration, offering a Romano Prodi formula of ‘everything, 
but the institutions’ to the Eastern Partnership countries, 
that have an association agreement with the EU, which 
would include full benefits of EU integration, such as the 
access to EU jurisdiction and progressive integration with 
the EU institutions. The EU leaders can propose this at 
the forthcoming Conference on the Future of Europe, an 
institutional reform agenda, which would allow the EU to 
prepare for the next wave of enlargement into the EU EaP 
neighbourhood.

The EU should have a strategy of engagement with pro-
democratic society of Russia and set a path for its future 
relations with Democratic Russia. The EU should look 

not only into the Putin’s Russia of the present, but also 
into the future of its relations with Democratic Russia and 
make a broad offer of incentives, such as investment and 
modernisation programmes and strategic partnership. 
The EU should be ready to convey the potential benefits 
that the EU is willing to offer in return for a democratic 
transformation of Russia.

The EU should adopt a comprehensive list of all available 
instruments of engagement with the democratic society in 
Russia, which may include proposals elaborated by many 
Russian civil society organisations. The EU should increase 
substantially its financial and technical assistance to trade 
unions, independent media, non-government and civil 
society organisations in Russia and in Belarus. This could 
involve funding of programmes in European universities, 
supporting democracy dialogue with civil society and its 
capacities to engage in a democratic transformation of 
their countries.

Finally, the EU has to support the ongoing changes in 
Belarus and engage actively with democratic forces of 
Belarus in EU policy dialogue. This engagement could 
include practical steps, such as the opening of Democratic 
Belarus Representation to the EU or holding of EU – 
Democratic Belarus high-level dialogue meetings, in the 
margins of which, the EU could organise a special Youth 
Forum and international donor event to make pledges to 
support economic and political transition to democracy.

The EU has to be ready for democratic changes on the 
European continent if it wants to be a geopolitical actor.

BullsEye6
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Heidi Nordby Lunde is a member of Stortinget (the Norwegian Parliament) for Høyre
and a member of the Labour and Social Aff airs Committee. She is also the leader of 
both Oslo Høyre as well as the European Movement in Norway.

How do you see the future for the EEA-EU 
relationship? 

The European Economic Area-agreement between the 
EU and Norway, Iceland and Lichtenstein has provided a 
stable framework for inclusion into the internal market for 
27 years, and could very well do so for the foreseeable 
future. All of the parties see the value of continuing the 
relationship.

What challenges and opportunities are facing the 
collaboration?

The full integration into the EUs internal market has 
always had its challenges. As non-members of the Union 
we are committed to adopt regulations and policies that 
are developed by the EU in order to enjoy the full benefi ts 
of the single, internal market, but do not participate in 
decision making processes in the EU. As the EU moves 
forward towards more integration and cooperation, 
this might challenge the structure and legitimacy of the 
cooperation from a democratic point of view.

What are the most important EU areas for the EEA-
countries?

Defi nitely frictionless access to the European single, 
internal market, but I don’t think there is profound 
understanding of the fact that this prerequisites the full 
harmonisation of EU rules and regulations.

But the EU also turns out to be the largest, integrated 
environmental organisation in the world, with the will and 
the way to develop and implement important standards 
and policies for a carbon neutral future. I think many in the 
EEA-countries, whether they support the EU or not, see the 
EU as key to a sustainable future, both environmentally, 
economically and socially.

What do you see as the best steps forward in the 
EEA-EU’s cooperation?

The politically correct answer to that would be not to rock 
the boat, and keep on developing good relations. But as I 
believe the best way forward is for Norway to join the EU as 
a full member in order to sit at the table and participate in 
decision making processes, I’d rather see us in a process 
for making the EEA-agreement obsolete.

What do you see as the best steps forward in the 
EEA-EU’s cooperation?

The politically correct answer to that would be not to rock 
the boat, and keep on developing good relations. But as I 
believe the best way forward is for Norway to join the EU as 
a full member in order to sit at the table and participate in 
decision making processes, I’d rather see us in a process 
for making the EEA-agreement obsolete.
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Interview with Heidi Nordby Lunde - 
Parliamentarian for the Norwegian 
Conservative Party
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“The EU also turns out to be the 
largest, integrated environmental 
organisation in the world, with the 
will and the way to develop and 
implement important standards and 
policies for a carbon neutral future.”

Aurora 
Hårtveit 
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Dr. Rumen Hristov is the Chair of the United Democratic Forces (UDF) as well as one 
of the founders of UDF. He is a Doctor of Economics and has been Deputy Minister for 
Agriculture on two occasions. Dr. Hristov was special adviser to the fi rst democratically 
elected President of Bulgaria after the communist regime, Zhelyu Zhelev (1990-1997) 
and Secretary General to the President Petar Stoyanov (1997-2002). He has been a 
Member of Parliament in the 43d and 45th Parliaments of Bulgaria.
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Interview with Dr. Rumen Hristov, 
Leader of UDF, Bulgaria’s First 
Democratic Party
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How would you describe the political situation in 
the country taking into account that after the elections 
on the 4th April a government was not formed and 
there will be new elections on the 11th of July?

In the context of the pandemic, characteristic not only for 
Bulgaria, but for the whole world and the beginnings of an 
economic crisis as a result, a political crisis would be very 
unwelcome. If we make a short check with history we can 
see that for the last time a newly elected parliament has 
not been able to form a government was in the distant 
1913. 

For over 100 years the political forces in Bulgaria have 
found ways to create governments. However, in the 
45th Parliament a formation which achieved a surprising 
second position decided that we will go for elections once 
again with the aim of increasing their result.

Even if we assume that their result will be better in the next 
elections, it will not be enough to create a government on 
their own or a government of the so-called ‘protectorate 
parties’. Does this mean that we will have ongoing 
elections until they like the result? Perhaps this is the 
hope of the President, to combine the new parliamentary 
elections with the Presidential ones, so there could be a 
government appointed by the President. The legal powers 
of a regular government, which has a 4-year horizon, are 
always greater, because it would be able to improve the 
budget and to create new laws.

Let’s hope that the political formations of the 46th 
Parliament will express wisdom so that there can be a 
regular government.

Is there a risk for Bulgaria to have a political crisis 
similar to other European countries in some of which 
there has not been a regular government in years?

Let’s not compare the young democracy of Bulgaria 
with that of other European countries where there is an 
established democracy. The lack of a government does 
not necessarily affect the economic life of the country. It 
happens often, and although it is not best practice, if we 
look at the GDP of those countries the development of the 
economy does not suffer significantly. 

This scenario in the polarised Bulgaria is not good because 
the involvement of the state in the economy is greater and 
instability will inevitably affect the economy. Allowing a 
political crisis will stunt the development of the economy.

After Ukraine (Zelensky), Italy, (Grillo, Salvini) and 
the results of the newly created parties and coalitions 
at the Bulgarian elections of the 4th April, could we 
say that populism is becoming a trend, at a European 
or even a global level?

Yes, populism is becoming a trend in the world, in Europe 
and in Bulgaria. We can see that many celebrities have 
decided to enter politics. This in principle could be positive 
if they participated through the established parties.  
However, when there are new formations with people who 
have never been involved in politics, we are faced with the 
possibility for them to be inexperienced. How much can 
the people wait for them to gain experience? 

There has to be renewal, it is good for popular figures to 
take part in politics, but the responsibility is taken by the 
political parties, which have a proven track record. Politics 
is not a hobby, it is a serious profession and it is strange 
when celebrities state that when they finish their career 
they will go into politics, perhaps, in order to fill their vacant 
time.

In conclusion, could we take Greece as an example, 
where the populist rule of Tsipras failed after a series 
of scandals and was replaced by Mitsotakis?

Traditions in politics are extremely important. Despite the 
fact that we are a young democracy we have to strengthen 
the traditions. In the Bulgarian parliament some parties 
are often called parties of the status quo. They have been 
in Bulgarian politics for 30 years, they have regular voters, 
they receive support and carry responsibility for their 
actions. In contrast with the many populist parties which 
sometimes arise like a comet and disappear after one or 
maximum two participations in the parliament.

“There has to be renewal, it is good 
for popular figures to take part in 
politics, but the responsibility is taken 
by the political parties, which have a 
proven track record. Politics is not a 

hobby, it is a serious profession”
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#Sofagate: Why the EU Matters 
for Gender Equality
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The political scandal known as #Sofagate took place in early April, when European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and European Council President 
Charles Michel met with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara for talks 
aimed at easing relations between the European Union and Turkey. A meeting of 
equals, one might suppose. But by “chance”, Ursula von der Leyen was left without a 
chair and was forced fi rst to wait standing, then to sit on a sofa, in front of the two men. 
At best we could call it bad planning and at worst it was a deliberate action to keep the 
woman in her place. Lately, in one of the most passionate speeches of her mandate 
– made in front of the European Parliament, the President of the European Council, 
said the incident made her feel “hurt and alone, as a woman and as a European”.

5’
read

This protocol incident launched a heated debate on both 
women’s rights in Turkey and persistent sexism in general, 
in all public spheres, including politics. The incident clearly 
demonstrated that mistreatment of women cuts across 
class and rank lines. But it is important to acknowledge that 
what happened to von der Leyen is not a women’s issue, 
it is everyone’s issue. And the EU itself must do better in 
this regard. 

Gender equality and the fi ght to counter all types of 
discrimination against women lies at the core of the 
European Union’s treaties: it is included in articles 2 and 
3 of the Treaty on the European Union (principle of the 
equality between men and women), in articles 8 and 19 
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 
which stipulates that the Union - in all of its actions, 
ensures the respect of equality between men and women.

The EU must take on the role of the world’s leading 
promoter and defender of women’s rights. And given the 
fact that Turkey has moved away from the rule of law, 
democracy, and fundamental freedoms in the last decade, 
women’s rights must be a prerequisite for a resumption 
of dialogue with Ankara. This is especially important 
after Turkey announced its withdrawal from the Istanbul 
Convention, a legally binding treaty which upholds 
women’s fundamental right to a life free from violence 
and leaving it would deprive Turkey and Turkish women 
of a vital tool to counter violence against them.  Once the 
Istanbul Convention seemed relatively uncontroversial, 
but it has been the victim of misrepresentation even 
among European states. Particularly in Central and 
Eastern Europe, ultra-conservative and religious groups 
have distorted its objectives to get political dividends.

Considering the spike in domestic, sexual, and gender-
based violence during the coronavirus pandemic, 
the relevance of the Istanbul Convention cannot be 
overstated. In addition to the tools and framework it 
provides for governments, it sends an extremely important 
political signal that violence against women is not a private 
matter. Turkey’s withdrawal from the convention not only 
compromises the safety of women in the country but 
also facilitates campaigns of disinformation and accepts 
backsliding on regulations around domestic violence and 
women’s rights elsewhere.

What can the EU do more for women?  

If we analyse global data and statistics, despite the progress 
that still has to be made, Europe is the continent that 
provides the best living conditions for women. Particularly 
EU, that is on the leading edge of women’s rights, has 
moved forward positively over the last decades. One of the 
most telling examples could be the European Commission 
itself, that made progress on women’s participation in 
politics and increased female representation in decision-
making, with the fi rst-ever gender-balanced College of 
Commissioners in the EU’s history. 

Last year, the Commission adopted its Gender Equality 
Strategy 2020-2025, the fi rst deliverable on President von 
der Leyen’s commitment to a Union of Equality. It sets out 
an ambitious framework for the next 5 years on how to 
advance gender equality in Europe and beyond. 

The Commission made signifi cant eff orts to fi ght against 
gender-based violence by publishing, in June 2020, it’s 
fi rst-ever EU victims’ rights strategy and by launching, 
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in February 2021, an open public consultation on a new 
legislative initiative to better support victims and prosecute 
perpetrators of gender-based violence. It also continued 
its efforts to accede to the Istanbul Convention.

The Commission addressed the issue of online violence 
with its proposal for a Digital Services Act, adopted in 
December 2020, which clarifies the responsibilities of 
online platforms, thereby contributing to making the 
internet safer for women.

With the adoption of the proposal for a Directive 
strengthening the equal pay principle through pay 
transparency and enforcement mechanisms in early 
March 2021, the Commission has taken a major step to 
improve the respect of the right to equal pay and tackle 
pay discrimination. 

Also, in early March 2021, the Commission adopted 
an Action Plan to implement the European Pillar of 
Social Rights, which puts gender equality at its core 
and establishes, amongst others, ambitious targets 
for women’s participation in the labour market and the 
provision of early childhood education and care which is 
very important in this context. 

The Commission also strengthened gender equality 
and women’s empowerment outside of the EU through 
the new Gender 3 Action Plan (GAP III) for 2021-2025. 

The new multi-annual financial framework for 2021-2027 
promotes gender-equality both through strengthened 
gender mainstreaming and targeted actions of specific EU 
spending programmes. 

Following the COVID-19 crisis, the Next Generation EU 
recovery instrument requires Member States to explain 
how the measures in their national recovery plans will 
contribute to gender equality, thus ensuring a gender 
equal and fair recovery in the EU.

Through concrete steps, the EU is constantly demonstrating 
its serious commitment to this women’s issue. And in 
doing so, experience shows that the EU should not stop at 
its borders. Enabling Europe to be a globally unchallenged 
champion in this area is a vital goal, which could create 
positive prerequisites for the whole world. This could be 
the best answer for authoritarian regimes, and a guarantee 
that incidents like Sofagate will no longer be tolerated 
anywhere in the world.

Victoria 
Olari 
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The EU’s Role in Creating a Green 
World

5’
read

Climate change and environmental degradation are no longer topics reserved only 
for liberal arts graduates and hipsters. It has become mainstream and essential for 
our future. The consequences of our urbanisation, transportation, and agriculture 
are creating problems around the world. We have more and more extreme events 
during the year, from record high-temperatures to fl oodings and droughts. Over the 
last year, we have witnessed the potential a world crisis such as the pandemic can 
have on humanity. Only our joint eff orts and response can solve, or at least manage, a 
worldwide problem. One of those is climate change. But before that, we have to recover 
from the COVID pandemic that hit us. At the start of her mandate, the President of the 
EC, Ursula von der Leyen, stated that Europe should become the fi rst climate-neutral 
continent in the world. That promise was reaffi  rmed at the end of last year. The EU 
once again committed itself to a green recovery, but will that be enough? 



Heating world

It’s not about the Earth crisis; it’s about the humanitarian 
crisis. The earth will be just fine without people. But 
even when we talk about climate change and global 
warming, we don’t see how important it is for us to react 
quickly. On the one hand, the economy is something we 
are confronted with on a daily basis, while on the other, 
climate change and rising sea levels look as if they are 
far in the future. However, the latest reports say that the 
Antarctic ice sheets have decreased in mass by about 148 
billion tons of ice per year. The sea level rose about twenty 
centimeters in the last century, and it is accelerating every 
year. Net emissions of greenhouse gases are too high 
these days, and it’s unsustainable. In just the next couple 
of decades, we will also have an unimaginable scale of 
climate migration. In the first half of 2020 alone, disasters 
displaced 9.8 million people and remained the leading 
trigger of new internal displacements globally. In the most 
extreme climate scenarios, according to the model made 
by The New York Times Magazine, ProPublica, and the 
Pulitzer Center, more than 30 million migrants will head 
towards the US border over the next 30 years. Predictions 
for climate refugees from North Africa and South Asia are 
also very troubling and worrying. The storm in India in 2020 
triggered about 2.4 million new displacements. Of these, 
about 818,000 were pre-emptive evacuations. About 2.5 
million people were displaced in neighboring Bangladesh. 
On top of that, the pandemic broke out when a record 50.8 
million people were living in internal displacement, making 
the situation even harder. 

An estimated one billion people live on land that is less 
than ten meters above current high tide levels (for 230 
million individuals, it’s less than one meter), making 
them especially vulnerable to sea-level rise, extreme 
weather, and other potential consequences of global 
climate change. Climate change is predicted to result in 
more droughts, floods, heatwaves, and other extreme 
weather, as well as more intense storms and rising sea 
levels. Bob Ward, policy and communications director at 
the Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and 
the Environment, at the London School of Economics and 
Political Science, told The Guardian that these effects are 
likely to render agriculture more difficult, if not impossible, 
across swathes of the globe, including sub-Saharan Africa 
and parts of Asia. That means that we will have millions of 
people who will be unable to live in these regions anymore, 
making them potential climate refugees.

At least we have matured

Results of The Peoples’ Climate Vote (UNDP), the 
world’s most extensive survey ever of public opinion 
on climate change, were published in January 2021. 
The survey covered fifty countries with over half of the 
world’s population. It showed that 64% of people said 
that climate change was an emergency – presenting a 
clear and convincing call for decision-makers to pursue 
the ambition. People backed renewable energy in eight 
of the ten survey countries with the highest emissions 
from the electricity/ heating sectors, including the United 
States (65%), the biggest emitter surveyed, as well as 

Australia (76%), Canada (73%), Germany (71%), South 
Africa (69%), Japan (68%), Poland (57%), and Russia 
(51%). Unfortunately, the survey also showed that less-
educated regions in the world worry less about the impacts 
of climate change. One interesting survey conducted 
by the European Investment Bank revealed that 66% of 
Europeans think that the European Union is at the forefront 
of the fight against climate change. This compares to 90% 
of Chinese citizens who believe China leads and 49% of 
Americans think the US does. But no matter where they 
live, people have expectations for stricter pro-climate 
policy everywhere. In fact, a majority of Europeans (57%) 
say that the economic recovery must take climate into 
account. They believe their government should promote 
low-carbon and climate-resilient growth.

Green New Deal VS Green New World

According to Reuters, the EU’s recovery deal foresees 
a 550 billion euro investment into climate over 2021-27 
- a massive sum, but far below the 2.4 trillion euros in 
investment researchers say is needed to meet EU climate 
goals. The EU, its Member States (including the UK), and 
the European Investment Bank are the most significant 
contributors of public climate finance to developing 
countries, providing €23.2 billion in 2019. But $300 billion 
is needed to stop the rise in greenhouse gases and buy 
up to twenty years of time to fix global warming, according 
to United Nations climate scientists. The good news is that 
the EU is actively assisting the The Green Climate Fund 
(GCF) – a critical element of the historic Paris Agreement, 
in order to help developing countries mitigate carbon 
emissions and climate-resilient pathways.

The EU is by far the leader in creating a green continent 
and will most likely become climate-neutral by the middle 
of the century. However, in order to be an international 
green leader, it must step up its game and take on more 
responsibilities. The EU must help others, especially 
countries in Africa and South Asia, not just because it would 
be humane to do so, but also because climate refugees 
could cause huge political problems, as we already saw 
with the Syrian crisis. We should always bear in mind the 
lessons we learned through the ongoing pandemic that 
issues do not stop at our borders.
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Greece Towards Green Growth
4’

read

At the end of 2019 the European Commission announced 
the European Green Deal whose aim is a sustainable 
social environmental and economic growth. The 
Green Deal on a solid basis promotes sustainability by 
radically transforming the economy, the society and the 
environment with clean energy, expansion of emissions’ 
trade, enhancement of circular economy and conservation 
of biodiversity as its central lines. Thus, it activates the 
Member States to be extroverted, produce high quality 
products and have highly skilled workforce.

The Green Deal is already aff ecting companies and 
organisations in Europe, in both the private and the public 
sectors, steadily leading the economy to new paths. It 
also leads to sustainable production and consumption 

models based on the transition to a climate neutral society 
consolidating the principles of the circular economy.

At the same time, the COVID-19 pandemic has proven 
how vulnerable societies and economies are in times of 
crisis and natural disasters and, in combination with the 
measures for Europe’s green recovery, it has set new 
priorities for societies to return to a normal pace while 
focusing on protecting the environment and ensuring 
public health. 

For Greece the transition to a low-carbon, resource effi  cient 
and circular economy is of paramount importance to ensure 
environmental protection. As the country is preparing itself 
for a radical change in its economy, including the sectors 

Whether it is dramatic loss of biodiversity or rapid climate change, we are all becoming 
painfully aware of a very real planetary crisis. To make matters even worse, the outbreak 
and spreading of the COVID-19 pandemic throughout the world has revealed to us in 
the most dramatic way that humanity is losing its balance with natural systems and 
that something has gone very wrong in our relationship with nature and the services it 
so generously off ers. So the real challenge is how can we regain the balance? What 
needs to happen so that the injured natural world can recover? Now is the time for 
transformational change. 



of electrical energy, industry, transportation, buildings, 
better sustainable lignite-free and pollution-free future 
has arisen. At the same time, the country is creating the 
conditions for the development of activities that will attract 
significant green investments in order to carry out, in a 
short period of time, the necessary restructuring of the 
local and national economy while strengthening the social 
cohesion by retraining affected workers and young people 
for future innovative jobs.

Maybe one of the most efficient measures is the promotion 
of green buildings and their energy-efficiency upgrade that 
can create “green” job openings as well as attract interest 
on clean energy, sustainable transportations and long-
lasting urban infrastructure. Such a plan should include 
interventions in the building stock based on the principles 
of bioclimatic architecture and ecological construction, 
extensive use of new materials, environmentally friendly, 
enhancement of urban greenery (pocket parks and green 
corridors) and serious urban interventions for remediation 
and improvement with a view to transform the cities to 
climate-neutral ones through the reduction of carbon 
emissions.

Energy efficiency is the biggest challenge as it is the 
only way for Greece to reach the target of total energy 
consumption in 2030 to the same levels as in 2017, 
meaning 38% energy efficiency improvement. But in order 
for that to happen, it must, among other things, replace a 
great number of existing residencies with new, nearly zero-
energy ones by 2030 and achieve the energy efficiency 
upgrade of 60,000 buildings per year.

Finally, as the central goal of the Green Deal is the 
restoration of biodiversity the contribution of farmers 
to circular economy and biodiversity is of the utmost 
significance, on the basis of the “farm-to-fork strategy”, 

as are the enhancement of climate protection, the 
rural sustainability, the food security, the biodiversity’s 
restoration and conservation etc. In this context, in Greece 
too, no local product must end up in landfields by giving 
extra caution to local distribution chains in order to avoid 
food loss and to reuse products and waste.

While the global economy is moving at the pace o f the 
fourth Industrial Revolution, Europe is already moving 
based on a sustainable policy which guaranties common 
benefits and collaborations in tackling climate change, 
protecting nature and biodiversity, improving air quality, as 
well as water resources conditions and the environment 
in general, aiming at the creation of a just and social 
green Europe and a better future for everyone. Greece 
as a member state of the European Union demonstrates 
her commitment to adopting environmentally friendly 
practices. We should not forget that with the new Green 
Deal as well as the recent European Union decisions “The 
success of the green transition will depend on significant 
mobilisation of private and public investments, on 
having an effective circular economy, and an integrated, 
interconnected and properly functioning European energy 
market that provides sustainable, secure and affordable 
energy, in full respect of the Member States’ right to decide 
on their energy mix”.
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Cooperation Between Africa and 
the EU Stands High on the Political 
Agenda - With Good Reason

BullsEye18

4’
read

Europe faces major challenges within climate, migration, health and security. The 
likelihood of a solution highly depends on European cooperation throughout the 
African continent. However, if our two continents are to succeed, a prioritisation of the 
cooperation is required.



Africa is among Europe’s closest neighbour, with 
strong ties as a result of our shared interests. The EUs 
commitment to Africa has furthermore been clearly 
underlined by Ursula von der Leyen, who chose Addis 
Ababa as the destination for her first visit abroad. 
There, she presented an ambitious plan for a new 
EU-Africa strategy, in which climate, digitalisation and 
sustainability goals in particular were highlighted.

The EU-Africa partnership has thus already contributed 
to engagement in policy dialogues since it was 
established in 2000, and strives to bring Africa and 
Europe closer together through economic cooperation 
and promoting sustainable development. The ambition 
is to co-exist in solidarity, human dignity, democracy 
and security.

Confronted with global challenges, the EU and Africa 
are hence working together, with a commitment to an 
effective system that promotes their multilateral agenda. 
The significance of this cooperation is emphasised by 
the EUs minister of foreign affairs Josep Borrell, who 
has stated that: 

«There is nothing more important for us from the 
point of view of climate change and migration than 

what is going to happen in Africa. Africa can count on 
our renewed support to meet its objectives in terms 
of sustainable development, digitalisation, climate 

change and governance, peace and security» (March 
9th 2020).

Following the 5th African-EU Summit, the cooperation 
currently focuses on job creation, climate change and 
economic development. This reflects the vision of the 
African leaders´ transformative initiatives, including 
the African Union’s Agenda 2063 and the African 
Continental Free Trade Area. 

Africa is further home to over one billion people, and has 
the youngest, fastest growing middle-class in the world. 
Africa’s young people have the potential to transform their 
continent’s political, economic, and social prospects. 
But for this to transpire they need decent jobs, access 
to social services, energy and infrastructure, and an 
active role in determining their continent’s future. African 
women have especially proven to be key drivers of 
development and peace. Giving them the opportunity to 
take part in the development would therefore be crucial.

At the same time, several challenges remain. Thirty-
six of the world’s most fragile countries are in Africa. 
Africa is further highly affected by the consequences 
of climate change, environmental degradation, and 

pollution. Large parts of the continent can become 
uninhabitable if we don’t succeed with the goals of the 
Paris Agreement. The EU and Africa must therefore 
work together to address these challenges and 
develop actions that ensure sustainable livelihoods and 
sustainable economic growth long-term. 
Innovation is further a key to drive this green transition 
in Africa and Europe. Investments should therefore 
be geared towards strengthening scientific capacities 
in Africa by providing access and local adaptation to 
technologies, as well as educational cooperation. So 
far, the focus in EU-Africa educational cooperation 
has mainly been in primary schools. Higher education, 
research and innovation must therefore be prioritised 
to strengthen the scientific environment and innovation 
across the continent. The inclusion of Africa in the 
Erasmus+ program is therefore significant.

Ensuring long-lasting peace and security in Africa is 
moreover as much in Africa’s interest as it is in the EUs, 
as peace and security are fundamental conditions to 
succeed in the challenges we face. These goals can 
only be achieved through cooperation on the basis of 
our shared global commitments, where the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, the Paris Agreement 
on Climate Change, and Agenda 2063 is crucial for 
success. 

The challenges facing Africa and Europe were already 
severe. However, the ongoing pandemic has worsened 
the situation considerably for both continents. The 
pandemic has thus resulted in the collaboration being 
more important than ever, and it is urgent. The pandemic 
and its consequences have among other things triggered 
concern that 25 years of important progress in Africa is 
now in danger of being reversed. Both continents will 
therefore be dependent on effective cooperation, if we 
are to solve the challenges of the present and save the 
generations to come.
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The European Union established relations with the 
Ibero-American region in the early 1960s and since 
then has sought to improve connections and strengthen 
ties. Over the last fi fty years, the relationship between 
the two continents has developed considerably and the 
willingness of both parties to strengthen their cooperation 
has been reiterated on several occasions. To such an 
extent that the Union itself is one of the most important 
partners, both economically and politically, for the Latin 
American region as a whole. It is, therefore, the region’s 
main donor, being the fi rst foreign investor and the 
second trading partner up to now - a position overtaken 
by China, according to the High Representative of the 
European Union for Foreign Aff airs and Security Policy, 
Josep Borrell. 

In each of the meetings and in the Ibero-American and 
European Union Summits held in recent years, three 
fundamental priorities have stood out as the objectives 
to be achieved for the Latin American region: integration 
into the world economy through trade development, the 
fi ght against poverty and social inequalities, and lastly 
but vitally important, the consolidation of the rule of law. 

With regard to the fi rst of these objectives, Latin America 
has understood that the road to full development and 
economic growth lies through regional and subregional 
integration, while strengthening ties with Europe to 
broaden the scope of its progress. In economic terms, 
this means that the region will be able to develop its 
potential more eff ectively and will facilitate the increased 

presence of Latin American countries in international 
markets. 

To this end, Mexico, Colombia, Chile and Peru joined 
forces in 2011 to present the Pacifi c Alliance with the 
purpose of deepening integration among their economies 
and defi ning joint trade actions to achieve greater 
competitiveness, growth and development. In addition, 
they established a basic pillar “to progressively advance 
towards the goal of achieving the free circulation of goods, 
services and capital”. This fi rst integration project in the 
region should make us proud that the European Union 
is the fi rst successful historical project to do so and to 
provide an eff ective model for the rest of the continents. 
The alliance continues to progress; so much so that 
the recent president-elect of the Republic of Ecuador, 
Guillermo Lasso, in one of his fi rst offi  cial visits, met the 
President of Colombia, Iván Duque, to discuss his entry 
into the alliance. 

The fi ght against poverty and social inequalities is also 
one of the clear and central objectives. While poverty 
and inequality have historically been a structural 
problem for Latinos, now with the health crisis caused by 
COVID-19, Latin America and the Caribbean have been 
the most aff ected region to unprecedented extremes. 
Europe’s international vocation for peace and prosperity 
must continue not only in the improvement of the post-
covid situation, but also in the commitment to improve 
education, access to health systems and increase 
productivity, among others. 

BullsEye20

Latin-America and the European 
Union: Even Closer Partners

6’
read

“Ibero-Americans and Europeans bathe in the same sea. We are, therefore, neighbors 
in the distance”. Besides our geographical location, we share the same DNA, history 
and a great common legacy. Several centuries of history, of human relationships, of 
language, of culture and heritage poured into each other, mean that the very identity 
and raison d’être of both cannot be understood without naming each other. Despite 
this, we cannot aff ord to live forever in the past. Europe and Latin America need to 
strengthen their political and trade relations, to protect their cultural ties and build up 
joint development in the present to ensure a prosperous future.
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Socioeconomic indicators are aggravated by the extreme 
poverty suffered by the population in countries such as 
Venezuela, Cuba or Nicaragua due to the totalitarian 
regimes such as Maduro’s narco-dictatorship where 
citizens have no access to basic services neither access 
to drinking water and where images of long lines of 
people waiting for food have gone around the world. In 
the Venezuelan case, the previously prosperous country 
now has extreme levels of poverty, refugees and lack of 
human and political freedom. 

That is why there was no hesitation in making the 
defense of the rule of law the third indisputable objective 
on which to work on. The rule of law is at the core of 
the fundamental values of the Union, and it is not in 
vain that it is the prerequisite for the protection of other 
fundamental values such as the defense of fundamental 
rights and democracy.  And its ultimate guarantee is 
judicial independence and transparency through fully 
free elections. 

Europe must be firm in condemning governments that 
try to perpetuate themselves in power by undermining 
the independence of judges or other public institutions 
and that have immersed the population into poverty and 
deprived them of their most basic fundamental rights. A 
clear example of this was this very January when the 
European Parliament approved in plenary that the Union 
“recognizes neither the legitimacy nor the legality of the 
National Assembly established on January 5th, 2021”, 
by which they maintain the recognition of Juan Guaidó 
as the legitimate interim President of Venezuela and by 
which they extended sanctions to the Maduro regime. 

While it is true that an important part of the country is 
immersed in serious economic, social and political crises, 
there are other countries that reflect the change that 
society itself is asking for and show that the winds are 
beginning to blow in another direction. Ecuador is facing 
a change of course and other countries such as Chile 
and Uruguay are committed to opening up the region and 
defending freedom. 

It is not only Europe that has much to contribute to Latin 
America; Latin America and the Caribbean have many 
natural resources that Europe lacks. It is a region with 
a lot of potential to develop both in terms of economics 
and in terms of searching for new ways of obtaining 
energy. We should look there, because of its hours of 
natural light, its resources and variety of climates are a 
perfect place for it. Europe also receives a great variety 

of food imports, among others. It is also important to 
mention its geographic and cultural diversity, since they 
are an important source of wealth at many levels and 
the academic compromises at the student and research 
levels continue to increase. 

While Europe wants a strong and prosperous Latin 
American partner with which to gain more relevance 
in international markets and become more important 
global actors, the Union must first help Latin America to 
strengthen itself internally by reducing the poverty line, 
strengthening the rule of law and deepening its integration 
and cohesion in the region in order to have a more 
influential and decisive ally at the global level. Moreover, 
within the European plurality, there are countries such as 
Spain and Portugal that have a comparative advantage 
and an added value with respect to Eastern European 
countries after centuries of shared history, language and 
culture. Cooperation should not only be encouraged at 
the level of the Union, but the member states themselves 
should strengthen their links with other countries in the 
region through bilaterals agreements. 

Therefore, let’s keep our wills close, but our actions even 
more narrowed; there is much that is shared already but 
also a lot to be done. 

Marta 
Urgellés
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The European Union and the 
Taiwan Issue

The situation with Taiwan

Since the inauguration of the American president, Joe 
Biden’s global focus shifted to the South China sea. 
During the past few months, the Chinese airforce broke 
the Taiwanese airspace with more than 20 fi ghter planes. 
American Secretary of State, Anthony Blinken called 
Taiwan a `state` for the fi rst time, the country that the 
Peoples Republic of China considers a part of mainland 
China. Many European navies intensifi ed their presence 
in the South China Sea as a response to a more assertive 
Chinese role in the region.

The Chinese authoritarian approach in Hong Kong, 
oppressive policies against the Uyghur minority in 
Xingyang, and the threat of invasion on Taiwan are 
the major geopolitical issues in future relations of 
democracies and contemporary China. Joe Biden in his 
presidential speeches framed the competition with China 
as the competition between democracies and autocracies 
for the future of the world.

“We have to prove democracy still works. That our 
government still works — and can deliver for the people,” 
he said during his address on Capitol Hill. “In our fi rst 
100 days together, we have acted to restore the people’s 
faith in our democracy to deliver.” The American political 
position on China (and Taiwan also) is clear and bold. It 

means providing support to democratic Taiwan against 
the authoritarian regime in Bejing.

Democracies and Their Chinese Dilemma

Many Pacifi c and European countries have the same 
political dilemma considering relations with China. 
China, as an economic giant, has deep trade relations 
with many democratic countries. Many industries in 
European countries depend on Chinese markets. Also, 
many Pacifi c and European customers and industries 
depend on imported Chinese products and materials. 
For example, the main trade partner of democratic 
South Korea, Australia, and Japan is China. All of these 
countries, because of their deep economic bonds with 
Bejing, are not that fl exible for a more decisive political 
confrontation with China. Except for political reaction on 
the issues of Hong Kong, oppression against the Uyghur 
minority, and threats of invasion on Taiwan, it is harder 
to expect these Pacifi c countries to be more hawkish. 
Taiwan issue is the most controversial because of the 
reaction to the potential Chinese invasion on this island 
country must consider a more direct response, that 
potentially doesn’t exclude the use of force.

On the other side, European Union can soon face the 
same challenge. EU is geographically far away from 
China, but their economic bonds are intensifying. Bejing 

6’
read

The President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, at the start of her 
fi ve-year long term, proclaimed the new European Commission to be a ̀ geopolitical` one.

This new defi nition of the new Commission meant that it would be more externally oriented. 
Metaphorically, it means that the economically powerful European Union would get foreign 
policy muscles in the new insecure and multipolar world. Without its geopolitical role, the 
EU as the economic giant would stay very silent in international relations.

In practical terms, it would mean that the EU needs to address every international issue 
with its own political position. One of these issues is Taiwan and relations with China in the 
21st century. US-China relations deteriorated in the past decade and the tensions in the 
South China sea are rising. Taiwan is set to be a country at the highest risk to be invaded 
in the next ten years by the Chinese armed forces.
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is the central import partner for the European Union, but 
only the third export partner, first after the United States 
and the United Kingdom. But these export numbers can 
increase very soon. 

On 30th December 2020, the EU and China reached a deal 
in principle on a comprehensive investment agreement 
(CAI) during a prolonged 35th round of negotiations. This 
agreement is predicted to improve European exports 
and the level of investments in China. A new investment 
agreement in 2020 intended to guarantee a stable 
framework of conditions for trade and investment in each 
other’s markets. To enter into force, it must still be ratified 
by EU member states and the European Parliament, 
where it faces massive opposition. Ratification of this 
agreement would make these two giant economies 
more interdependent in practice. Can that circumstance 
transform the European Union’s position to be similar 
to Pacific democracies? What can Taiwan expect if this 
happens?

The European Union and Taiwan

From the political point of view, Taiwan is the most 
similar Asian country to European Union standards and 
values. Taiwan is one of the most democratic countries 
in the world according to The Economist Magazine 
Democracy Index. It is the only country in the whole of 
Asia that legalized same-sex marriage, and one of the 
world’s champions in women’s rights. China is on the 
other side one-party dictatorship that is becoming even 
more authoritarian and aggressive to its neighborhood 
countries. If this European Commission wants to be a 
`geopolitical` one it needs to be on the side of Taiwan 
in this dispute. The success of Taiwan as a democratic 
country is a success of EU values in practice and its 
position in the multipolar world of emerging autocracies.

But, from the economic point of view, Taiwan and the 
European Union are not crucial partners. The economy 
of Taiwan is big but far smaller than the Chinese. The 
nominal GDP of Taiwan is 21st in the world, Chinese is 
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nominal GDP of Taiwan is 21st in the world, Chinese is 
the second according to IMF. For Taiwan, the EU is the 
only 6th export partner and 5th import partner. For the EU 
Taiwan is further down on the list of trading partners, at 
15th place. If Brussels would ignore the political factors 
and only pursue the economic benefi ts, this dispute 
would be a no-brainer. China would be a preferable 
partner according to only these criteria. But if this 
European Commission wants to have a more signifi cant 
political role in the world, it would need to pursue political 
interests, not just economic. 

The very rational political interest of the European Union 
is to export democracy in the world and defend it where it 
already exists. A world where autocracies set the global 
rules would be hostile to the European Union and its 
interests. Supporting democracies all around the world 
means supporting the world order that benefi ts Europe.

Sometimes it means sacrifi cing the economic benefi ts 
for political interest. In the Pacifi c region, defending and 

providing support to democratic Taiwan is a battle worth 
fi ghting. It is the model society that very successfully 
reformed itself from brutal dictatorship to full democracy. 
If the Chinese Communist Party occupies democratic 
Taiwan, it would destroy one functional democracy and it 
will increase the power of the world’s largest autocracy. 
The geopolitical European Commission would defend 
Taiwan at all costs. Time will show if it is a geopolitical 
one.
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What is a Third Culture Kid? 

The term was coined by sociologists Ruth Hill Useem 
and John Useem after spending a year in India with their 
three children in the 1950s. The term refers to the fact 
that TCKs integrate aspects of their fi rst culture and the 
new culture and create a unique third culture.  

TCKs are, as stated previously, a growing phenomenon. 
It is estimated that around 220 million people live in 
countries that are not their own.
It is important to note no TCKs are the same, some 
have moved around multiple times while some have 
only moved a few times, but the one thing they have in 
common is that they at one point in their lives move back 
to their national country. 

Where are you from? 

TCKs are often called the prototype for the world citizen 
or the United Nations of the future because they are used 
to a lifestyle where people and places are constantly 
coming and going. It is, therefore, diffi  cult for them to 
answer the question “where are you from?” as each 
answer may vary depending on what they consider as 
home. And this might cause an identity challenge and 
confusion for some simply because they lack the concept 
of home or do not know what to consider as home. For 
instance, in a study by Spears a set of TCK twins were 
asked where they were from. Although both had grown 
up together their answers of what home for them was 
were diff erent. 

Home is Where Your Heart Is, but Where is That? 

Although being a TCK has its perks, they are seen 
as cultural chameleons and have a global mentality. 
However, it is said that TCKs have a tendency to be less 
emotionally stable due to the lack of familiarity with one 
dominant society. Ruth Van Reken states that “every 

human being has a need to belong. We have to have 
some place that we know and are known.” This is not 
always the case for TCKs as they are often described 
as rootless, due to the fact that they never fully gain 
ownership of the feeling of being ‘home’. Although each 
culture becomes a part of who you are, the feeling of 
not completely fi tting in will always be there. Even if they 
move back to their national country, many struggle to fi t 
in one place. 

Sebastian Modak argues that for many TCKs, travel is 
home. Pico Iyer adds to it that traveling is looking with 
new eyes. And that for many TCKs traveling is associated 
with new possibilities and meeting new people. Because 
where you are from is not the important part, it is where 
you are going that is important. Home, for many, is where 
you become yourself. 

Third Culture Kids
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read

Globalisation has made third culture kids more common. The intensity and 
frequency of movement across international borders is a refl ection of our current 
situations. Although Third Culture Kids (TCKs) are not a new phenomenon, they 
are only getting more visible now. As a matter of fact, TCKs are using their voices 
to get heard and tell their stories. 

Nora 
Strømme
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